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ADVERTISEMENT. 


S there be fome Thoughts entirely New 
in this Treatiſe, or at leaft Things 
advanced Not commonly received, I queſtion 
not but the Spirit of Zeal will be apt to raiſe 
Obdjections; — to argue warmly, and to 
write learnedly, againſt it. But give me Leave 
to ſketch aut a Rule or two for fuch an Anſwer, 
as I will only regard, let it come what 
Hand it will. Firſt, Let it be made in the 
Spirit of Meekneſs ; and next, Let it be drawn 
entirely from Reaſon and Scripture. Thrs ts 1 | 
own Plan, and no Reply 1 
in any other Method. 23 — Gad, and 
Multiplicity of Authorities and Quotations, 
ify Nothing in the way of Chriſtian Truth ; 
en thouſand thouſand of them are, with Me, 


not of ſo much Weight, as one fingle undiſtorted 
Text of Scripture. 
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be Sacraments, which has hi- 
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really no ſuch a Thing as 4 Sacrament in the 
Chriſtian Religion, than to ſay What 7 is, or 
is not. And yet (as the Words of the Inſtitu- 
tion of both the Sacraments are as plain as any 
in the Goſpel, and the Things tbemſelves 
were deſign'd for the U/e, and conſequent] 

for the Under/tanding of All, as well the mY 


IIliterate as Literate, Chriſtians) no doubt they 


are in Themſelves, when diſrobed of, and dif- 
embarraſſed from, the artful and an 
ntel- 


Comments of Learning and Debate, as 


ligible as the plaingſt Truth contained in the 


Goſpel. 
| ay Moft 


Mor ality of Religion, Rc. 


N Have been led into DS of 
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of Truth, but they are a Declaration of That 
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write to ſerve an Hypothefis, and not fe he 
'» ſake of Truth; and /the Method they tat for 
th, is, to purſue the Senſe of Scripture,” 5 
fee ly in the Word of Gop where it 16 but 7" A 
in the Writings of Men where it is not: And © >. 
they are generally fo attached to Authority, 
and ſo wedded to Following in a Track, that 
they willingly. perſuade themſelyes, "what: 
Their Authors teach and maintain muſt be 
right, becauſe They have faid it; even tho' 
the plain Words of Scripture and the Voice of Ec 
Reaſon are directly againſt them, in cher 
moſt eaſy and obvious Senſe; | * 
The Scriptures I own are not the Bana 


Truth, which it has pleas'd Gon to make 
Neceſfary to be known, for all that haye a 
Capacity and Opportunity of knowing it; as it 
has a Natural Tendency to promote their Sal- © 
vation, or to help them forward in the Great 
Work of it: And no other Writing can be a 
Declaration of it but They, as no other Wri- 
ting is /o atteſted to come from Gop as They. 
Hitherto then we are to have Recourſe in al 
our Debates of Religion, as to the Only al- 
lible Guide to which our Thoughts and Rea- 
ſonings muſt abſolutely ſubmit ; not in finding 
out Natural Truth, for That is written on the 
Tables of our Hearts, but Revealed Truth ; 
which is only what is highly Uſeful as a Me- 
dium, for the better Practice of that Truth 
which is Natural. For Natural Truth as it 


exiſts in the Light of our Own Minds, e, 
5 qiated 
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to at preſent) t follow no Guide but Rage 
WI an 
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12 7 1 
Fern ge le pet Source of ligt amd EY: 
" Reaſon- the Moral: Attributes of Gon, con. 


deted together with.our Own Rational Nature, 

and alſo with Our Dependence on him, is, When 
_  *atefully * 

Revealed; as it is that conffant and immutable 


and duly: attended to, 


Rule to Every Man, by which he judges of 


the Doctrines of Scripture, whether they come 


From God, and in what Senſe bay contain- the 
Revelations ꝙ His Mil. 

From this it is a Conſequenbe, "That Moral 
T; ruth is the Only True Religion of the Obje#: 
And as we find "Ourſelves moral Agents, the 


Practice of Moral Truth is True Religion in 


Lhe, Subjett : And. therefore, Nothing can be 
Revealed 77 A. but in ſuch a ſenſe as it beſt 
ſerves the Ends; and Purpoſes /of ; Morality. 
Reveal'd Religion is not in its own! Nature 
Meral, but — 72541 — yet, if It had not 
in itſelf a Moral „it could not, in 
any degree, have wag d us by an 2 
perfect Moral Being, becauſe it — have 
contradicted his — Moral Properties: And 


. therefore, tis only % far True, as it has Thrs 


Tendency and any Doctrine ſo taught, or ſo 
2 eted, as to deſtroy this | Tendency, is fo 
o Boctrine of Scripture, but a mere 


. Baka ſelf-willd Interpretation, miſtaken by 


the Explainer, and Fa{e.in fact. 
Having laid this down as a Polulatumn, 


x which nd Rational Thinker can deny me; I 
. Propoſe in my Enquiry into the Docirine of the 


Sacraments, (which I ſhall not come directly 
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and L Anal: for this cauſe I given 
2 and determine 10 du my of A = 
. ie e us much ac pee | 
ting wyſelf to think in the moſt Rutranal. 
. Fay Joan, and tofoleing to deduce: Brath 
won its run, ant genuine Fountain, that's, 
ſrom Go, that Mighty — Being, | 
K. Abo is the Tr Cauſe and Author of all Things; a Thinps; 
for Gop is Truth, as he is the Only 
Vxiſting Being, and in whoſe Mica 4. | 
vf. all Things are, and of all de Relations and . 
Proportions Ver tho Things one #6 angther. 
Thus all Truths are as neuf τν and j 
and immntable, as the Tdeas of 1 
Alves; and Wo in our Reuſoninꝑs upon 
the Way is to demonftrate one þ Dn 
by: another, yet che Truth ſo demorifixated/l 
mo leis necgſariiy and rtermaliy true, than hat 
wwhich demonſtrates; for a Thing is not True 
-becauſe We have prouediit Jo, but it Was al N, 
True, Ky: it could nr have Gern ; 
. At all. 8 
That GOD B. is s be Gelt Truthin Ne 
tho we ſhould reaſon from the Effects to the 
"Cauſe, to find This out: That He is u n 
Agent, is firſt in Roligian; becauſe if He did 
mot Abways prefer, as chuſe, and do hat is 
Right and Fit, there is no Reaſon ENR 
mould Yout,: nor could we be calf d te feceunt 
bfor not doing it. What I mean by Agency is, 
that Go» has a Natural Nower 4 ebe dichter 
vGood-or [Evil ; and he cumot hut abu either 
the one or rother, and act accordingly. * 


4 n 1 ay 
. - + 46. ted 1 * 
of kad "I o 
w . * a 
* 


d - * 
. WONT. . 
: 


= . 
= 
i» = 


a — £30 —— 
of doing, or not doing. : what is 75g ht 3A 75 
YL: Such, Lax, is the nN — | 
2 freely, and alw rie 8 
leaſf What is in R Good, mn e, 
and Sufficient, for all his Purpoſes; fornhere'ls | 
a natural Difference in thin Br 46> 5,4 G 
„„ 3 
Thus He ach, and n 
from: the Excellency: of his Nature ume 
Neceſity is ho more the Cauſe. of his M 
Agency, than it is of his Exiſtence; which it 
cannot be; but only the:Reaſon of it: Bevanſe, 
ſuppofing Him the Fir Cause, he c] have = 
no Cauſe prior to himſelfi But He is a pure 2 
Moral Being, or always chooſes and Joes Wit 1 
is right and it aud n done on 
all Occaſions, and at All Times, from the Per- 
fection of bis Mill only; which is: Untaiited 
with Evil, and is above en to act, N 
or to approve, itt. 100 n . _ 
- - Gop then being an abſolutely Aral Being; We 
or perfectly and znfenitely Wile, Good; W 
and Holy, by —_— and ¶haice, cannot (as I 
ſaid) approve any thing contrary thereuntoʒ and 
He muſt oon ſequently require All his Rational 
Creatures to chooſe and act in ende 
cording to the Strength of the Nutuiꝶ and 
culticawhich N them. ee Creb 
tures that are in a per/47State,: He abſolu 
requires Perfection: But het cannot require u 
Sinful Creature to be abſolutely Si nig oc 
Inperfect Creature to be abu Perfect fon 
This their — N * will not admit oft 
ue 


' 


** 


2 He e#hnot but have annex d or ; 
4 in the ociginal 


„ " 9 
, » 


10 Aan uf at pi 


| 3 in whatſbever Degtee — 
what other Gracivus Di/peu/atron vouchſa 

unto them, This always was, and could 1 
bar be, the Method of Gop's Þ 


bY far to. 1 necence-and Perfection, a they 


bly can, )confiderd/\ in the Hare an 
en ee, in which his Providence hm 
thom, Aud 80, Oreatures acting in 


Conftitution 
proaportionable to the Progreſs ne 

\ towards Perfection, that it, towards 
r Wr 1 8 otherwiſe 
as He is appinefs in 

Happy, tha any /thin * than ſo much 
N wery ;\ dut Com has 


ne Degree af Pain r Had, 
as M are now : But 


and therefdre is not 
He is *#bohetely Perf; and is therefore far 
above te of Pleaſnre or Pain, even infi- 
nitely ſo: Which is an Happineſs we gan have 
„and perhaps never hall 
18 18 certain, The more 
alſo; and the 


have. But 
we are now, the more Happy 
moe ve ſhäll be ſo, pn. 7 and unavoida- 
The har 5 forward towards the Mark, vis. 

Ferfection of a Creature of. Our 


hrs Ie defigned the aul Cs. 
ati Moral Being, that * — 
bring Happineſt, und Vice Mifery et 
Niem ie under what Natural Light ſoe ver, 
of it, or under 


e 


alien which ate 


kia; from. wh ieh nothing can 


Nut upas 
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aa r Men wee al EY 
. 6M. Wa to 
Happy inthe. other World, in abend / 
their Viewe in the + "ox Fro her e dr 
View 'wese more or. leſs. taking in the Mn 
and Metives of eaghh,. with. ſeit AG. 
3 And this being a fn Nals in 
Reaſons aud Etoportions which. Things na- 
ox pie ond to apather, it may: bel juſtly. 
Vie Fi 1 Gon with: 
tax him, 16 
ax. to abe him af} wunde his Rational Crea- 
8 auy de — any Nrurulëd 
Diſpenſation af Graps, that ſhall make: any | 
Change: in this Fundamental Law of Nature, 
all Accqunts as He: is Wiſz'and Juſt 
and Good and Holy, be a, and aver WII 
aft, terurds All men, their Variety of Cirs 
cumſtances conſider d, . nd 
imtantiai hand, readexing ta every Man actors 
2 to bir Works, whether he nnn 
Few, or Gentil. 4108 
Bre if Diſpenfations of Grace make no-Alte- 
ration in this Fundamental Law of Natur" to 
what End and Purpoſe were ſuch —— 
given?! And where was th Advantage _ 
being given, if — whom, they | 
Siren. were fl left upon the /ame Fat oi 
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that He would arif, and for mere Wall, 


Wich Him, neither Circumei fon 


vf Revealed Truth: If they do, but their Duties, 
| Fe oft the Morality of their Actions to the 


Which they are placed by God, lb Ny ac. 
 Tepts rbem, without any per, inction; 
and they will receive oa im h 15 Nature 


Ward as their Deſervings 
haye endeavour d to make themſelves PerfeR. 
of Men, is nat perhaps / great as ſame may 
E extouregin Us in our Moral Duties And con- 

ſeque nil . h 


* f git n 1 10 


— 


| — ee ns :Go6d"and = 
ightwouſvels ? Tunſwer': Whatever the 
\was; (which 1 ſhall: tout upon 
tis certain, G6» was no Reſpeeter: 4 
| revealing his Will in any Pa 

particular Men or N ations: For, that he 
en ec, dvlred n. He id not do 
ve, Value ot Eſteem 
: had for Ths apts fn more than That; or, 


fave This man's Soul and feject the other? For 
availetb any 
. but a n 


Lig will, be in the Rint Ghitarilers 
ings of Mere Nature, or in the open Sunſhine 


Lay, ar well as they can, and have 4 df Re- | 


of their Underſtanding; in the Station in 


and Reaſon of things, 4 due proportion of Re- 
be, or n | 
o far as with 3 and Diligence 


| Fhe Necgſſty of Revelation to the Salvation 
thin it; how ent ſoever it may be, for 


us on to an lueber D- 


ſhocks Bud: Conkider What a 
would be, to the Juſtice and 
How Partial would it 


of the Divine Being? The Revelation of the 
the World, at leaſt for a long 


Bartb, it has been in a great meaſure nothing 


cient Promulgation of the Will of Gop to All 


* K r 
7 © #; 4 * * * V 4 b 
+ 7 


1 ww} 2: 2 
Reproach, this 
FefGop! 
16 r the Ree? FTopphags 
allowing Neceſſary things for a ts 
of his e certain, He has 5 
vouchſafed it but to a ſmall Farcel of Mey in. 


What! Shall the Gate part of the World be 
doomed to Eternal-Miſery, for 1 
Want of havin what was really for 
procuring their Hlppin ineſs? 805 e Who 

can reconcile this * the infinite Perfection 


Fewiſb Law was in a manner conceal'd- from 
time; in a dark 
Corner of it: And tho he Sound of the Goſpel 
may have gone our to the utter maſt parts of the 


but a Sound: Talk d of indeed b Many, but 
truly inculcated but by a Few. believe, No 
man that thinks will ſay, this has been a . 


men, unleſs it had come to All in lar, ot 
to Every man in its full Light; that is, ſuppo- 
ſing His Revealed Will (as was faid:at firſt) to 
be ab/olutely Neceſſary to Salvation that All 
ſhould know it; /h ab/olutely Neceſſary, I mean, 

that Men cannot be ſaved as certainly without 
it, as they may with it. For tis no more Juſt 


in Gop to neceſſitate any One Man to final Mi- 


ſery and Undoing, than it is to damn the whole 
World at once. It muſt therefore be concl 


That Revelation does not in the leaſt. alter the Ll 


Caſe with reſpect to'Gop's Dealing with Men 
bt; | "77 as 


iriforn of the Bulk of Mankind. And 


Whether Gon would vouchſafe us more tha 


14 7 


wo — hd din 
9 ( A 0b 
dee eee 


of it. . | Nat 


That All men, of All Nations under Heaven. 


to their 


ſhall be rewarded or puniſh d according 


erke, hole different e ee 


conſider d, is an Eternal and Immutable Truth, 


the Knowledge of The Taub is what Every 
Man bad & Right 


the Conduct of all his Actions, to the Supreme 
Being that created him; and it would have been 


— Unjuſt in God to have concealed it from 


us, or ſo ta have framed our Nature, as not tu 
have left us, in the very Conſtitution of it, e 
fictent Means to make a Diſcovery; ſo ſuited 4 
e our Frueſt and Moſt taſting Good: Nut 


n 
this, or ever reſtore us to the perfect and immar 
tal Happineſs, for which we were in our Cre+ 
ation no doubt defign'd, becauſe in all our 
Powers made capable of it; or on what Confi+ 
deration, or by what Means, He would beftaw 


it upon us; as we had no Right to know, nor 


any Pretence of Claim to ſo great a Bleſſing, fo 


the Revelation of it was a pure Act of | Favor, 


as well as that of every Stop He nol 0 alt 
the Great Deſign. 
In like manner, All men 120 fufcient 


Strength, no doubt, granted them by the Gaad 


2nd Great Creator, in tber mere natural Powers 
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diſcoverable by the Light of Reaſon. Now 
to be let into; as it dd % 


lately Neceſſary in order to his Happineſs to 
know, whether he be accoumable or not for 


and 


roughly, diſpenſe it to #h#s or har Man, to 
this or that People, or to any Nation apon 


it in our power to do Acts of 


TY 


ach adgree of Perfection in Virtue und Good- 


vin enn 
of Happincis3"and that is All that the $f of 


Mex have a Natural Right w cim, that i, an 


Tappi Norris te their Merit, ot 
OE fl yours: uſter M Per. 
Fe&ion. But that Gop ſhould afford them atry 
thepernatural Helps or Means to Eixcilitate theit 
Duty, any Extraordinary Fiews Or Enovir age« 


2 ” a "A jo & ” ** N N . 1 . * * L 


wmeſd, as ſhall make them capable and defer- 


ments to that End, tnore than mere Natural 


yore —— Been or Nag 2 


Kindnefs and M 


arbitrary Diſpoſal, und may for wiſe Reaſons 
of is om, too deep for Us to fathem tlro- 


Earth, without any Derogation from his moſt 
perfect Viſdm and Fuftree. 
felves, who like Him are Moral 


and Bee 
nevolence, for Reaſons of our own, to whom 
we pleaſe; ſo it be not, to ave Vice, -or 

penſe to Sin: For as Sin naturally 


as a Recom 


is already - prejud 
Good Governour of the World; for Us to en- 
1 or reward It, would de highly In. 
moral, as tis a Going againſt the Reaſon and 
Nature of things ſo to do. But te do Geld 


with a Moral View before us, that is, for the 
fake of doing rea God; or in ſuch a manner 


28 


erty, Geb has in bis own. 


Juſt as We our. 
ems, have 


deſerves Puniſhment and Difcountenance, and 
ped. to it by che Wiſe and 


Favor. indeed, but without Partiality. - 
this Senſe tis written, Jacob have T lovedl;.1 
Eau baue I hated ; that i is, ſhewn leſs Fay 


call Them 


n N n 


Well-doing ; is acting like Gop himſelf, with 


to: Again, I will be Their 60D, and 
ſhall be My People; diſtinguiſn d from others 


by my. Undeſerved Fraos-.o And again, Twill 
my Reople which were Not my Beo- | 
ble, and Her er beleved whith 2905 Nat beloved. 


Upon. the Fall of Man Gop could cettain- 


original Nature, and in the End to an Im- 


— of complete Happineſs, to the Jos | 


of Heaven and. Pleaſures for evermore.;' and 


this too, by the very Means he then propoſed, 
and now does it, tho he had revealed 
| "Therefore, | 
that He revealed it, was not by any Reaſon = 
of Necgſity, either on Gov's part or Man's; 


his Deſign, or that Means to him 


as if the one could not be ſo Juſt, nor the 
other ſo Good, as he ought to be, without it: 
For Man had fill — remaining to do bs 
Beſt, in the State of Pravity and Weakneſs he 
had brought himſelf to; and Gop could then 


_ mate, enable, or ſupport others in a Courit of 


» 


ly hay ave ford him to the Perfection of his 


require no more from him, nor did the Na- 


ture of Things require it, than 70 labour all be 


could for Newnels of Life, and to come again 


as near his Primitive Perſection as poſſible ; 
that he might at laſt receive ja Retrebution of 
- Happineſs, in a degree proportioned. to: bis 


Works. But Gop gave;him this Revelation 


in Pure Pity and Compaſſion'to A as an EX» 
tra- 


I] 


- „ 
— 
- 


: dag Spirits to enliven his Hope, and to 45. 
mate his Endeavours ; and conſequentiy, as | 
Meant f Grace; that laying) hold of it bx 
Faith; he might with the greater Comiort 
look up unto God, and pray to him with 
ſtronger Aſſurance of Aid and 
bis — ale. This — wa 
not of ſuch Neceſſity in the Natute of things, 
— Man could not perform every thing his 
then preſent State demanded, nor be accepted 
of Goo if he truly did All that lay in him, 
ſuppoſing this — had not been gra- 
ae imparted to him; but it was im 
him by way of Help and Afflance of his 
Moral: — or to make his 
\Agreeable and Pleaſant by the Enooiitagdtnent 
of a Promiſe of far greater Good, The Eter- 
nal Salvation of his Soul, than he could na- 
turally expect: For the Law of Nature, ful- 
filled as much as pofivle: by a Sin-polluted im- 
rfect Creature, can only render Him - 
Miſerable, ar in a low n Happy, but 0 | 
perfettly o. 
1 1 was the ſame, in his Tranfictions —— 
the Farber of the Faithful. It was nat Ne- 
cefſary-in the Reaſon of things, that Abraham, 
any more than a great Part 2 the World now, 
ſhould know, That Gop would raiſe up of His 
Seed a Bleſſing for the Whole World; or, no 
more than it was to know in what: Senſe God 
meant That Bleſing, which tis plain He did 
not know, nor do the Words of hat part of 
ien expreſs it: For Gop could equally 
D C have 
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| hart blefled Him; and All Markind-48 M 
And in the fam er Ne 
made it 
. ou 
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it known, he would do it. Nor was it 
account of God's: Covenant uu 
with Aörabum, that He or His Deſeetl. 
dents were accepted with him; for the Divine 
Acceptance is founded on the Reafons ane 
Natures of things dnby, as we more | 
or zmperfe#ly copy out the Perfections af Guy, 
that is, on Our greater Degrees of Mordl Re. 
Gimde; or rather, as we are now become 
Depraved and Sinful, I would ſay, Tie our 
nearer Approaches to that Perfection of Nate 
we have loſt, that ſhall diſtinguiſh us 
in His Sight, And fo it was with itn. we 
are of. The Lord ſaid to him, 1 
am the Almighty GOD : Walk before me, hd 
be: Thou perfect, or, as fincerely fo as pollible z 
and I will make of thee a Great Nation, an 
All the Nations of the Earth: ſhall be. Bae in 
Thee. This Promiſe then made to Abraban 
| Was a mere Favor, plainly deſigned, n 
for an Encouragement to him in the . 
Moral Goodneſs; for it was only to = 1 
Bleffing to Him, and to All that believed with 
him, as He and They walked before Gop in 
Truth and Righteouſneſs. So he again repeats 
it: For I know bim, that be will — Þrs 
Children and bis Houſhold after him, and they 
1 ſhall. keep the Way of the Lord, 7 4% Fulſtice 
THY and. Fudgment ; that He may bring n 
3 Abrabam, That which he hath. ſpoken. 

| F Were let it be obſerv'd, That there * a 
| Great Diſtinction to be made, between the 
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be, Borg and the Dirie See 
fon they are in themſelves very different; that . | 
often miſtalen for one — ſame thing; ang 


Souls; for in the eber world None are ha 


x] 


therefore but, when confounded, create: 


Cannot 


great lncanhiſtency in Theelgres/ Debates. The 


Divine \Faper (as I heave before argued) id 4 


gracous Ac ot Gon, flowing from his mere 


Elraſne and Geod-will, tho always with a 


Meral View (for without That, — he - 


is perfeftly Moral, can thew 9 Favgr) to the 
Perſon. or People on whom it is beſtowd; 
as-when tis ſaid; I ul have Mercy: on whom: 
Juul have Mercy, and Compaſſon'onm whom Þ 
With babe Compaſſion : But the Divine 


Acrep. 
tance is governed by Reaſon and the i 


things, and flows: from his. all-ſeeing 
om and perfect ſuſtice; as when tis fald in 
another place, G0 D i no Reſpecter of Per fons, 
but in every Nation pious and gaund Men are 
accepted. with him. It way in the firſt ſenſe, 
that Gop pitch d upon Abrabam out of all 


the World, on whom to befow his Promiſes; 
when (had he . he => have done'as 
much for am oper an upon Earth; and thus 


tis verified, that it is not of Him that willeth; 
wr of Him that runnetb, but of GOD who 
Hewerb Mercy: But it is in the other, that 
Gon has accepted him to Salvation, as our 
Lord ſufficiently implies by calling Aya ban 
Baſom the Seat of Happineſs for departed 


none can be ſo, hut ſuch as have in zbislabour'd 
wich Sincerity to be 1 and Virtuous. 3 


ther” Ac 


merely, that 


n 
The Conſequence then is this: That the COL 
venant made with Abrabam was not; that He 
and His people ſhould be ere Bleſſed. or 7. 
= by Him, than any other perſon” 
or people; for, the Bleſſing equally extendec 
to all the Men and Nations upon Earth + Nor 
they ſhould be Bleſſed in, and this 
the Seed that ſhould come: But that they ſhould- 
be Bleſſed in Him, if they" continued 1% wall 


before Gop uprightly, that is, in Moral Obedi- 


ence, and were 4s perfect, oren \deavour'd  fincerely 
to be ſo, as their Nature would admit of. The 
Covenant therefore was nothing Neue, nothing 
Peculiar, as to Their part, reſpecting Morality; 
as if, by any extraordinary Benefits or Privileges 
conferred upon them by that particular Covenant, 
the Weight of their Moral Obligations was in 
any degree Jefſen'd, or farther removed from 
Them than from Others; for that would have 
ſhewn Gop partial, and have inferred a Chang 
in the Eternal Reaſons and Relations of Mise 
which are Unalterable: But it was the fame 
without any Addition or Diminution, which 
was made with all Men from the foundation of 
the World, andin the View of Gop, from Eter- 
nity ; vi. That the Good ſhould be naturally 
and znavoridably Happy, and the Wicked Mi- 
ſerable, Nor was it any thing properly New on 
Gop's =_ but was the ſame in this reſpe& 
which he had made before with Adam only 
ow he added more circumſtantially, what he 

ad promiſed before but in general, That from 
Abraham's Loins particularly the Promiſed 
Seed ſhould come. 


Circumcifion 
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not eoferany New Pawvileges on the Kecojvew,- 
of it; ad un Entrance into any Covenant with 
Gop on more dilvantuzeous Terms, than 
were in before by the Law: of Narben for Tha, 10 
as 1 fad, is Tammurable ] and no Poſitive Iaſti- 


tation ot Revealed Religion can be given, Hat? 
ſhall fringe the Rights of it, or any way 
weaken the Obligation it lays upon Mankind. 


But the Additional part was this: God — 
Abraham a Promiſe, (which He calls his Own 
Covenant, not Abrabam's) that in His S¹,⏑ν“i 
the Nations of the Earth" ſhould'be-bleſſed;' and 
his Poſterity 2 with very ſignal Ten- 
poral Ble This Promiſe therefore they 
were in — wh obliged to believe; as far as they 
were convinced of Toit Divine Authority; and 
they | receiv'd the Rite of Circumciſion as an 
outward Sign or Toten of it, and that they did 
(by the Uſe thereof) believe it; St. Pawl ſays, 
as 4 Seal' of the Righteouſneſs of Fuith: For 
which cauſe, whoſoever of them rejected This 
Rite, did the ſame thing as declare they had no 
Paith ! in this Promiſe; -and were therefore ſaid 
to break Gop's Covenant, and to be cut off from 
his People: Not from His future Acveptance, 
or from a proportionable degree of Happineſs in 
the other World, if they lived 7ighteonſly not- 
withſtanding ; for whoſoever fears Go and 
works Righteouſneſs (how much ſoever they ma 
differ, as the Jews and Gentiles did, about R 
velation and other External Points) i is accepted 
Jr __ But the Meaning is, . They ceas'd 8 


* 
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be-of the Number of thoſe ann 
r d, by Thie Fromiſes and three 

the great ge of 8; as it — 
— fot an- Hylp, or, extraordinary Meant of 
Aſſiſtanco and Support to them, in — 
them on the better. towands Moral Pe alian. 
Thus Abngham be 


to lim for Righteouſneſecsi Either ad, %% and 


Gop: thus reveal d; or, as That Haiub was a 
Means to him of being; more righteos,, more 
Good, holy and religious, than otherwiſe. pr. 
bably he would have. been. For the. Aogiile, 
who mentions this, dos not mean, that Men 
are juſtified, ot acrepted by Gon as rigbteaud, 
purely for their Faiib, or. by the mere Act of 
— — —ę— 
Neceſſary, which is contrary: pot only to the 
Reafon of things, but to the whole — 
trine But that when their Faith hath its pro- 
per Effect, and works them — dee 


neſs in a more eminent 
it nat, chan are tley b/efſed with faithful _ 
ham. For tis tbe Tuff only, Pious, ' righteous 
and good, Men, that ſhal/ we by Faith, or be 
made immortally Happy on that aeount in che 
World to oome. 
's like purpoſe was the. other Rite, The: 
Lord's Paſſover, appointed, which is alſo ree- 
koned a Jeuiſb Sacrament; as indeed it Was, in 
the Senſe of Sacraments being outward Mearns o 
Grace, in their Nature fitted, and deſigned by 
Go, to ſtir men up more to a conſtant, 
and 6 to a more exalted, _—_ ugh 
ou 


lieving Gon, it was ec, 
_ right/Thing.in Him, 40 Celieus the Promileiof” 
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ah # is called from che Stö- 
ing of the Lamb in Honor of Gop, yet it Was 
nd Sacrißser Jer Hin ben ume may tale it; dür 
4 Oy eaten by e 9 7 be 
eaten by” the Cont 
Hong us ſolemn 2 Fd . 
 liverance'froth n vety 
Enemy. That God — — 
with them, He declared beforehand, and prey 
them, the Blood of the Latnb chouid be a 75 
ken or external Sign to Wem, that they ſhould 
eſrape in the general Deſtruction of the FirR- 
born of Egypt: Arid ie 0 Ter ür. believe 
this, and, as an Inſtance of that Belief, #»###te 
the Bibo on the Door. poſts of weir Houſes. | 
But could not Gop ſhew them th Fuer, and 
make This 2 Token of t, without accepting the 
Lathb as a real Sictifiee for Sin? As it was u 
mere AF of Favor, tis certain, there cond 
be no Equivalent in it dy wa ee 
Juſtice, nor ſo much as any Beer Shadow of 
an Atonement in it; for the Sins of the — 
Befides, the Muelites, at that time, a 


of Sinfu Kolaters, who 
ardon, ot Forgiveneſs ; and a 
n of Sins, or a = | 


was, undoubtedly,” #6 — 4 

other - like Benefit, the Caſe: 
the whole of it was, It was an Aſſurance to 
Them, of God's _ the promiſed Deli- 
verance, ſuppoſing duly exprefs'd 
their Paith in it 3 ind 1 Nen applied — * as 
a Memorial, by a Feaſt unto the Lord, 

ibeir Generations ; or, a 9 — Ordinance 
for continuing the Memory of this Extraordmaty 


Deliverance, 


"W * 


Ls J. 
: 1 and for impraſing it: * 
into their Minds; in order to bind them the 
 more-firmly co Faith in ahs True Gon and by 
à ſenſe of Gratitude to aſtronger Love of him, 
and a more faithful 8 all his Pregępts. 
It is to be conſiderd, That every thing; dn 
a Religious View, belides/the Law of, Netum, 
\is @ Fawr of Gop; to Mankind in general. or 
to ſome Men in particular: That t Law of 
Nature ſtands upon Erernal Foundations, which 
;nothing can Toke, weghen, or:diſannul.; but it 
San and ever; will do ſo, unalterably 
binding, and indiſpenſabiy Neceſſary to be per- 
form' d, by every Man living, to the utmaſt 
of his Power: "That therefore the Sacraments 
Juſt mention'd, or any thing elſe of like Na- 
ture, could make no Alteration in any Man's 
Moral Duty, any farther than as they were 
[Helps and Means (if he pleaſed to give them 
their full Force and Efficacy) to perform it 
better. The Maelites then were, after all, 
left upon the ame foot of Eguitable Dealing 
with the reff of Mankind, who had not theſe 
Favors beſtowed upon them; that is, to be re- 
.warded with future Happineſs in, a State of 
Retribution, in proportion to their greater Ad- 
vances in Moral Virtue, conſider' d. with the 
ſtronger Reaſons of Means and Motives which 
they had vouchſafed unto them; and were 
therefore liable to the greater Condemnation 
and ſeverer Puniſhment, if they e * 
miſapplied them. 
If their other Sacrifices ſhould be. here 
duced as a contrary Inſtance, by which Y 
|  partuular 


took” = Fm N "Sis, 
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ki mut either be acknowſedg d 2% True A 
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ag, and uncummon 
F hall not 
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to. affirm, that 
the ſenſt of. havil 
them 74155 fo ven by God: on then, 
bunt; nor confiſtetitly ith 
Devine G W tever ſotne Met ay 
Have \thoughe, or werirten, is Topic. 


— — of Moſes 1 5 ackbowiedg't for 
ha 15 7 Bu 1 15 1 An 
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0 And Can evet 22 9, 0 

OD, 7 05 7 Fai a or e 

whartdever in Wige on, but what has 4 Mora! 

Tendtney; and, in what fenſt ſoxver any ſuc 

Eaw 75 chte Tebdency, in thät 1 "Om t 

neben it, not can be, 1248 Inſtitution. 

comes from Go. ' Now ſuppoſing the Le 


Sactifices to have obtain d Pardon of 19 5 Le 


GOD, for thoſe that offer'd them, they were 
ſo far from having a Moral Tendency 1 that 
View, or from being any way helpful of ſuited 
to forward Men in the Steps of Moral Re&i- 
tude ; that they terre, and could nat but be, the 
oreateft Fncouragement that could be given to 
Vite and Inmorality: And therefore it muſt 
be Nid, in That ſenſe, the Law was nof given 
Nat God, nor could be ever fig it for loch a 


7 t the Notioll of the Legal $terivels 
beit truly propittatory of Sins, is an Fa- 
couragement to Vice, ot at leaſt at that time, 
when they were in Uſe: would have been ſo; 
and | conifequently, a manifeſt Derogation from, 

or 
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ſtrate. For in the rſt place, ſu 70 
e 
| expiate. Sn. to {| 1 $6 645 3 [Pup 


"PW 
or rather. a Contradiction of, the Nies A. 
ral "Properties 3, needs, 1. thiok, no great Art 
inn the plain, Method g Reaſoning 10 15 
44 5 


Truth of that Deren That thi 


as to exe 375 the future 
anderern Pari t = 8 — certain the 
People were in no wiſe obliged to be conflantly 
and habitually Good, nor ſo much as 4% endeg- 
wour after it, (contrary to the Nature of Moral 
Goodneſs i in Men; which n con- 
ſiſts in 4 conſtant Habit of Virtue;) becauſe it 
was then Needleſs, and utterly Unj eee 
the Buſineſs of Religion, or the cceptance 
God: For they were, ſure upon every Tres 
paſs to be parden d and forgiven, and to. have 
the Score of paſt Sins ffruck out, tho they had 
really no i7werd Purity, any more than a few 
days or hours hypocritical Preparation, merely 
thro' the Offering of a Carnal Sacrifice. 
And again, Who would not have gladly 
enjoy d their Sins, at the Expenſe of a Bulleck, 
or a Goat, had that been the Caſe? Who 
would not have choſen to have indulged their 
Luſts at pleaſure, conſidering our innate Pro- 
clivity, to ſuch Indulgence, -tho' ever fo con- 
trary to Natural Regſon, and the Obligations 
of Moral Duty ; when they had always, or at 
any time, in their own hands, an Atonement 


ready to ſet the Matter to rights with Almighty 


Gon? Nay, Who could poſſibly have incurr'd 
his Diſpleaſure i in 7h;5 World, or faifd of being 
accepted of him in che x other, but who were 

not 
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ndt able, by their 
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e a Sacrifice 


fectually to the Ruin of Virtue, becauſe ſup- 
ported by the Authority of Religion; the Pre- 
tence of which often makes people do things, 
which otherwiſe they would not, as not dating 


to go againſt the Light of their own Minds 


without it. 4 0 I! | 
And not only this: But Gop by fach a Dif 
penſation would have render'd himſelf, contrary 


to his known moſt Sacred and Unchangeable 


Properties, Impure and Unholy, a Patron of 
Immorality and a Friend of Sin, in eſtabliſh- 


ing 28 by a Law, and making it Eofy 


to the Conſcience by the Speciouſneſs of a Six- 
Mering; as well as Partial and Unyuft, in 
putting ſome Men under ſo hard a Fate, as 
not to be in a Capacity of finning like others 
with Toleration and Impunity, ſuppoſing they 
fail'd of a proper Sacrifice, or happen d to have 
ſo little Senſe of Religion as not to offer it. 
Which are ſuch g/aring Abſurdities, and con- 
ſequently the Premiſes from which they flow 
ſo very falſe, that 1 cannot but introduce the 
Eenſure which the Prophet Micah has paſſed 


upon them; by arguing, That if a Man was 


to give @ Thouſand: Rams, or Ten thouſand Ri- 
vers of Oil, nay, bis Firſf-born for bis Tran 

'greſion, and all the Fruit of his Body for the 
Ll in of his Saul, it could have no ſuch Effect 


— 79 Circumſtances, 75 
der for the Expiation of 
Sin? Thus, had Sin been af all atoned for in a 
Religious Senſe by the Moſaic Law, Vice muſt 
have been thereby, not only folrrated, but en- 
couraged to the laſt degree; and that moſt ef- 


x } 
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#640. work bis Bachs with, Con; whale: Abe, " 
oeptance, he declares, can on de obtain d by. 


il the ſincere Pratiice of Moral Virtuc, that is, 
1 . troing Mercy, and walking h- 
'2 with that erer ans AS 


hay Fe it Cala be farther laid 
|  Sacrifices, We particularly t 
were an Atonement in view 


Amnement of all; let that be ed Fang Ex», 
preſs Words of Scripture, and not from the 

ö fanciful Deductions of Men. If they werte ſao; 
| undeubtedly That people ſo underſtogd them, 
| or they could neither offer them up as they 
ought, nor expect to reap that Benefit by them 
| which was intended. But tis certain, they 
never thought ſo: For they had no Notion 
3 of The Chrift, the Great Prophet that ſhould 
| come, dying for the Sins of Men: They por 
j . look d upon him, as one that ſh 
emporal — of great Power and | 

rity, and who ſhould by his Proweſs be able 

#0 reſtare their declining Site to the higheſt - 
| Degree of Grandeur. This, at leaſt, was the 
76 hk of the later ——— And the more 
Ancient ones (before the Knowledge of the 
True End and Deſign of their Sacrifices was 
utterly effaced, by ill- grounded and imaginary 
Expectations) repreſent that part of Religion, 
as in no ſort intended for gaining the Divine 
Acceptance; as they certainly would nat have 
done, had they þelreved, or even ſuppoſed, them 
to have bane. a Religions Atonement for Sin. 
Na the other hand, they ſet them, aſide, in all 


their 
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their Controverſies about them, th 
— ok. That End, kan pau oth — — 
a on de Morality of their Aen. 
— . ut urgty of their Lives and Mannes. Oo 
This foot, yeur Sint be as Saane, they 
Ln e 46 Sens 3 the 9. & red os 
Tis not & all range, that ſhoald by 
ees come to greater Effets and 
| more laſting Benefits from their Sacrifices, 
than they were either capable of in them ſelves, 
| or were defign'd for by the Iuſtitutor of them. 
How many Auditions do we every day ſee made 
to Chriſtian Truth, and Mifepreſentations of 
Scripture given out, to ſupport Mens Errors, 

or to their Vives? Human Nature is prone 
to Eaſe and Indulgence, glad of any Pretence 
to ſhift off the Dy of Virtae, and fond 
of the leaſt Color of Excuſe for perſiſting in the 
Ways of its own Heart, and in the Sight of its 
own Eyes; and is, canſequently, naturally! bent 
9 as open Errer- 
2 2 Religion, which are trite 
iſon of that Moral Reali- 


p in com 

2 _— the of things requires Bycry 
E- man to labour after. This y or Error bail 
$ not only ſpread iſelf thro' the Exterior World 
/ by a general Corruption, hat it ſoon took Poſ- 
, ſeſſion of Few , (as too eafily i does 
e of Many of Outs af this A) and nding their 
© Sacrifices were Expiations in a political Senſe, 
n 

— 

1 

Ir 


they ſoon corrupted and changed their Notion 
of them to a rehgivus one ;, and becauſe they 
Jones to the Purifying of the Fleſh, — 


7 ready” Tranſition to think, they did it be the” 
ng of the Conſcience alſo. This was the 
Miſtake, that the Inſpired Writers above cited 
ſet themſelves to corre, and if poſſible ti 
form; but herein they met with little Succeſs: 
Fhe Error was pleaſing, and having once got into 
the Hearts of depraved Men, it went on and 
. prevailed to the Times of the Apoſtlet; and we 
i] | Hind it ſtrenuouſly combated by St. Paul in His 
Epiſtle to the Galatians, wherein he calls the 
Rituals Rudi ments of this World, inten- 
_ ded only for a Temporal purpoſe; and — 
taking away Sins, he ſtiles them Weak and be 
garly Elements, without Power, without Effi- 
ca 
In another place, this Bae Bren 6 of 
the Mind of Gop in the Legal Inſtitutions, ſpeaks 
more expreſly and undeniably of the utter In- 
ſufficiency of Sacrifice in particular, for the End 
propoſed ; where he ſays, That ho/e Satrifices 
which They offer'd year by year, continually, 
could nof make the * thereunto Perfecs; for, 
the Blood of Bulls and of Goats cannot take away- 
Sins: Sins in general, that is, 20 Sins at all. 
In ſhort, they had no natural Efie in any. 
View, or on any Conſideration w atſoever: 
for the perfecting of the Nature of Man in 
Moral Goodneſs, which is the Duty of a rati- 
onal Creature, as far as lies in him, and on 
which Account only, I have before ſhewn, 
Gop can accept and reward us; nor for expia- 
ting of Sin, ſo as to juſtify, or preſent him righ- 
teous, before an infinitely Holy and Juſt Gon, 
in order to procure from him an entire _ 
an 
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Lthink, very e ene 
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would then hae 
„ That the Worſhippers 


Be > is, That F 
d: The 


neuer intended for Expiation. The Argument 
is this: Sins once 'exprated, and of courſe Par- 
don obtaind . Gop, let it be by what 
Means ſoever, hy Sacrifice or even any other 
ritual Form, makes the Worſhipper pure and 
pee for ever after, and as — and as free 
all Pollution, as Adam was: when he 


— as he can have no more Guilt of 
Sig he needs no Repetition of Sacriſia or Ob- 
lation for it. On which tis farther, —— 
That according to bis Solution of St. Paul 
(whom I take to have been the Greateſt Do. 
cor of the Chriſtian Church, next Our Lord 
himſelf ) when Gop has once forgiven Sins, 
even tho it ſhauld be by the Means of a mere 
External Rite, (could that be rationally ſup- 
poſed) he has done it finally and for ever; and 
therefore, as long as we have any ience 
Sins remaining in our Breaſts, occaſioned by 
any after Slips or Failings in any Part of Duty; 
tis plain, Gon never did forgive us; what- 
ever Outward Means we had made Uſe of fot 


that End, or however Entbufiaſtically we might | 


perſuade, ourſelves we had obtain'd it, 


Men that have entertain'd the Notion: of Sin- 
N expiated and remitted by poſtive/ Rites 


and 


„ ALS For which the Apoll gives Two 


then have bad no. more C n An. 


came firſt out of the hand of Gop; and con- 
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E 
und moſt Pettiicious Curruption of Truch: — 
ever enter d the Church of Gop — | 
| Have: confider'd' the Nature and Foc 
on Inftitotions. The 'firſt Lane 

the" [/ruolites was That of the For 

ments; which was no other thart an ere 
or General Heads, of tat Moral" Reffitude, 
_ which 1 — 
* to practiſe- fhews,” 

Gov eſpecially inſiſted om, as the main Bred 
and Purpori of our Being, even our 
His "Glory and eve One Happineß, net 
any y Poſtrve but Moral Duty; vet by er 
a nad of out war Ceremonics, but by a Eft 
of true internal Piety and Virtue· reſot 
all the Rites and Obfervances ſuper · added aſter. 
wards, could be mo Exemptions from TU in 
any Senſe; or in any Degree, but muft be de- 

and eſtabliſhed, 28 far 'as they had a 
— as Means er Motives to thrs 

Gop did not, he could not, alter the 
Nature of True Rekgion, And make That 1 
which confiſted before immatably in the B. 
fotior of his Own Divine” Moral = 
and conſequently in the Renew of one” cor. 
mpt Minds and Difpofitions, confiſt at all in 
fach External things as he afterwards abo d 
for the Weakrief Ce Cr abcintn * 
towards making us fr —— en bb 


+ Life for us. Aud if they 
Þ Religion, and not Relig of Heß Go 7659 55 


ver did, nor ever will, nay, nor ever can, ac- 
apt Men for Thejr ſakes, bet only for the fiks 
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(wick is'4 Point bot generally thought 
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that is, dre ae hr emer be 
would © been Wirbel them 200 oo 05 
To ktiow the 7 nl of e 


sſtioft not, it will de aAllotrech me, Thit 
22 Miet Thſtittttion, and 

allo Civ, in its firſt 
Def App intent; as well intended 

ras 0 Gould o 8 as for the Hotu? 
pr Gov. And perhaps, you confidet it, 4 
better Way could not be found our for mam 
tainivy the-Dixnity of the Government] tat is, 
for the Suþpreſion of "Vice, and ent 
for the Felitity and Peute of the Public thar 
loading the Practice of Sin with fuch 
Fines anck Forfeitures, as the Feb Sacrifices 
may be juſtly cal d. Heavy they trete i Fot 
St. Peter fpeaking; flot only of N 
but of Keeping * whole Lt, fays, "They 
were firch” as Weird They nor Therr Pathert 
were ablt to bear. And cettaitily was the-Cait 
our Own at this day, We ſhould think the 
Penalty very excefiive, were we to pay a — 
lock, a Goat, a Kid, or a Re; according t6 
our different Condition” or ity, for endl 
ſach Peccaditts as a mere Sin . only; 
againſt any of the Laws of the State tides 
pt we live: Of the Jews tis ſaid; 9 5 

of the Commandments of the Lord; A fore 
fort of the Divine orig of Their 250 
but yet they were Thoſe Las by which T 


Eaw of Moſes 
not 8 Nellgisus, 


State was govern d. Or if for emma any 
E Light 
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by reaſon, of his Commandment). WES to 
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flight TreſpaG: 
bour, (which. is alſo ſaid to 


pay back not only che Principal, or the Value 

r more, to Him; and moreoyer, were to 
ring a Ram without Pfemilh, a Trelpak-Offcr- 
ing, for an Atonement before, the Lord, as to the 
Governour of the State, that is, by way of Sa- 


tigfaction to the Public. Weal, for having 
tranſgreſs d Thoſe Laws, which, were given by 


; U 


GOD, or under his ſpecial Appointment, for 
its greater Good, That the Pr:ef particularly 


was appointed to make the Offering. or Atone- 
ment on the Altar of the Lord, (lo n 


only becauſe theſe Things were offer d to Him, 


but. becauſe It was made by his Divine Di- 


rection) was only for Order and Solemnity 
ſake; to ſtrike the Sinner with the greater Awe 
of 60D, and with a more religious Fear 9 
ending againſt Thoſe Laws which be had 
eſtabliſh'd. For it is to be conſider d, that tho 
the Jeuiſh Polity was a Theocracy, or a Go- 
vernment under the Superintendence and Com: 
mand of GOD, it was yet as much a Secular ³ 
Government, that is, delign'd for Secular Ends 
and Purpoſes, as any other Government upoti 
Earth: And therefore when Atonements or Ex- 
Piations were made by its Laws, they were no 
more than Satisfactions in a Temporal Senſe, 
excuſing from corporal Puniſhments, or /ega/ly 
fitting and preparing the Offerers for the Ex- 
fernal Worſhip of Gop; for This, tho' it was 
eſpecially deſign'd for the Public Good 


. 


1 


"and Sete 1 
in it notwithſtanding” a 
as the Offerings were 2 to GOD, and 
Hit Order, as their Lord and King ieee 

Were it not the Truth, That he Legal Sa- 
crifices atoned for Sin only i in a Politicul Senſe, 


ixture TR gion, 


they could not have been, what they are ge 


nerally thought to have been, Types or Figures 
of that GreatSacrifice made of the Lamb of Go 
for the Sins of the whole World, Types are 


Secular things, which bear ſome faint Reſem- 


blance to things of a Spiritual Nature: So the 


Paſchal Lamb was a Token or Sign, that Gor 
would deliver the People of Tae! from the 


Bondage of Egypt ; Ag this was a Type prefi- 
guring the Deliverance of all Mankind from 
the Bondage of Sin, by the Blood of Chrift > 

And the Highprieſt entring once a year into 
the Holy Place, was a Type of Chrift entring 
into Heaven once for all, to appear in the Pre- 
ſenre of God for us. In like manner, The Le- 
gal Sacrifices ſatisfying for the Sins of the Peo- 
ple temporally, were a Type of Chriſt atoning 
by the Sacrifice of himſelf for the Sins of alt 
Men eternally : But had they been Expiations 
of Sin, even for any one Sin, in a Spiritual and 
Eternal ſenſe, they had not been a Shadow'of 
good Things to come, but the very Image of the 
things; nay, had they thus atoned for Sin, the 
Great Atonement by the Lamb of Gop had 


been entirely Needleſs: For had there been @ 
Law given, that could have given Life, verily 


Righteouſneſs, or Juſtification before Gop, ſhould 
have been by the Law. But the Law was E. 
E 2 8 
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no-more, than as a & 
ciplining and training us up unte Chrift, that 


we-might ve juſtified by Faith in Him. 
. However, tho' 'twas weak, beggarly, and 
ſorvieoabl in This Point, it had a Moral Tens 
dengy, and was therefore, not pawarthy' of the 
Supreme Ne Being to appoint. This Ten- 
dency it had, as it was a Megns then highly 
wag pa in At 
True 1 7 — Te 1 2 OK 
people gre corrupted by - 
perititians of Egypt, and their Hearts ſo at- 
tach d to Idolatry, that it was not eaſy to break 
them off from its Uſages and Cuſtom, as their 
Making the Golden Idol, on the firſt Recefs 
of Mejes, too evidently ſhews, ' * as the 
Minds of Men are not to be forced, but to bo 
drawn to Truth, and ſo from Error, by natural 
Steps and Advances; tis impoſſible the whole 
n of Reformation ſhould ke done of a ſud- 
with difficulty, 
and but in a degree juſt as Mens Minds open, and 
their Judgments enlarge themſelves; and we 
daily ſee, there is nothing more ubborn, nothing 
more pgftive, refraflory, conceited, and full . 
el, nothing a greater Enemy to Inſtruction, 
not more Uutwilling to be ſet right, than Preju- 
dice and Prepoſſeſſion are. Conſider then the 
Taſk Ms{es had upon his hands, in founding 
kis Theocracy{ For tho' Gop was his Guide, 
his Protector, and F riend ; yet Gop cannot but 


deal with Men as Men, except he was to 0 
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their Nature, and new-mould them into another 
fort af Being: As they are Free-agents, he 
muſt treat with them, (Whenever he conde- 
ſcends to do it) in the 19 rational and my ö 
proper manner, let the Occaſion be what it wi 
far working upon their Hearts and Minds, in 
the State and Circumſtances in which they are, 
Now conſidering, I ſay, that That people could 
not be utterly brought off from thoſe beggarly 
Rites of Worſhip they had been before: accu» 
ſtomed to; the moſt natural Scheme for a Prue 
dent man to take, as well as far the Wiſdom 
of Gop to direct, was, To indulge them their 
outward Forms of Worſhip, (which haye nei- 
ther Good nor Harm in them, hut in the Ap- 
plication) and to change the Q&yzed# thereof; 
inſtead of an Idol, commanding them to wor- 
ſhip the True Gop, and not to offer any thing 
in a religious way but before Him. This was 
a Favor Gop ſhew'd them; as He may fa - 
vour whom he pleaſes, even the mot Wicked, 
and with what he pleaſes, fo it tends to make 
chem Morally Good: And the Pomp and Num- 
ber of their Feſtivals and Decimations for the 
SU and Honor of GOD, of their Legal Sepa- 
rations, Purgations, Oblations, and ſuch like, 
by his Order and. Appointment, as they were 
fitted to their then preſent Taſte and Capacity, 
were chief Means of keeping them from Idola- 
try, and retaining in their Hearts a true Senſe 

the One Gop of Heaven and Barth, which 
could not but be accompanied with a p i 
onable Mara Practice wy which 2 
it can be granted in the Reaſon and Nature of 
5 things, 


, A * * 1 . : a? * 


Fl . neee 
=o things, That Gop was the Author and Ap- 
42 pointer of ſuch weak and beggarly Elements,” 


I have infiſted the longer upon this Head, 
A becauſe] take it to be a moſt material Point, 
Wo to ſhew, That there was no Remi ion of Sins, 
if nor any other Spiritual or Eternal Benefit con- 
1 fert'd in the Fewrſh Sacrifices; the contrary 
Opinion having been the Source of many 
 Frange and unwarrantable Doctrines in the 
„ Chriſtian Church. If this had not been Tma- 
1 gined, On what foot could the Doctrine of 
the Propitiatory Sacriſice of the Maſi for the 
living and the dead, have gain'd any Credit? 
i Or that more abſurd one, of a Commemorative 
a Sacrifice in the Lord's Supper, conferring Grace, 
* and Pardon, and Eternal Life on the worthy 
Ji; Receivers? But as it has been thought, the 
; Fewiſh Sacrifices had ſuch an Effect; it has 
if therefore been concluded, at leaſt an Equal, 
h if not a Superior, Effect muſt be the Conſe- 
quence of the Chriſtian Ordinances: Whereas 
the Premiſes failing, the Concluſion falls to the 
1 ground, Some have imagin'd our Lord's B 
1 preſent; and if it was ſo, have rationally enoug 
16 formed a real Sacrifice upon it: But They that 
| make a Sacrifice of a Commemoration, blunder | 
_ egregiouſly ; but never more, than when they 
think it propitiatory as well as euchariftical. 
This Giving more to Religion, than Religion 
is able to ſupport, makes Sport for Infidels, 
and gives them ſuch an Handle againſt Re- 
velation, that tis become Neceſſary to argue 
in ſuch a manner, as to make Religion con- 
ſiſtent with Reaſon : And that is, ta maintain, 


what 


538 

what i is. and ever wall be True in ſpite of TM 
World, That whatever the Advantages of 22 : 
veal'd Religion be, it can make no. Alteration 
in our Moral Obligations ; but 00 will ſtil 
reward us 1 £5/ to our Wi orks, "and 1 not for 
the ſake. of Ritual Obſervances : "That i is, He 
will do it on the Truth and Reaſon of things, 


the Perfection of our Nature, in copying , out 
His Moral Excellencics, and N our 
Own Minds. | 
Some Men of RefleBion 400 Thaght, who 
have ſeen, that this is, and cannot 580 be, the 
Natural and Inevitable Conſequence of Moral 
Acting, I mean, A Retribution proportionable = 
to Merit, or as Every Man's Deſervings /h 
be found to be; have therefore concluded, no 
doubt 700 haſtily, againſt the Reaſonableneſs 
and Neceſſity of Human Redemption, and of 
courſe againſt all other Reveal'd Truths, which 
ſome way or other depend upon This, as either 
| breceding or following it, by way of Preparation. 
Wor unavoidable Conſequence. They think, if 
op cannot but in the Nature of things re- 
rard and puniſh Equitably, according as Men 
Save been Good or Bad, there was no Need 
f a Saviour to lay down his Life for us, to 
obtain Thoſe Rewards in a Supernatural Man- 
ner: Nor can it, according to Them, be, Jul 
in Gop, to take away the Life of an Inno ent, 
by way of Puniſhment, for the fake o the 
Guilty, to purchaſe P Peace and Salvation for us; 
was it Neceſſary to confer Salvation on us, by 
a Means purely Supernatural. This Difficulty 
T ſeems 
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as we have made more or leſs Progreſs towards | 
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Pens t da the ciligun Adar 
with great ;,' bur it 
merely ariſes, from their not ue "their 
opens far enough. N 
s certain, The Innocent cannit be jafth | 

md for the e . nor can a Rede 
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purchaſe the Rewards juſt ſpoken. of, 
due to Men on Erernal 28 
But it ke to be confiderd, That a Moral 25 
felt Virtue eannot in the Nature of things 
mand or expect to be rewarded with an, Eter- 
nal perfect Happineſs ; nor is Gon in 12 
obliged to beſtow /uzh an Happineſd, upon 
any Sinful Creature, however penitent, or 
ever vigilant and defirous to become Good, An 
that it can be expected he will do in ſuch a Cafe, 
is but to accept him to, and to give him, a De- 
gee ee of Happineſs proportioned to the Palns he 
s taken, d the TORR 4 he has made, 
towards Mord! Ref#itude : This, and no triore, 
1 ſay, is required by, or conſiſtent with, the 
Divine Attribute of fel? Juice Now tis 
certain, the Beſt of men have always been 
ſenſible of their Natural Infirmity, of their 
Proneneſs to Sin, and their repeated As of 
it, in ſome degree or other, even notwith- 
ſtanding the beſt ſbent Life in Piety and Vir 
tue: And therefore even They, if left only to 
1 | the Law of Nature for 4 Retribution actard- 
| ing to their Works, could never be really Hap- 
x Py, but muſt be in ſome pg 760 Mrſerable 
1 And as the Wages of Sin is Death, and In- 
| 0 mortal Life never brought t6 light but by tlie 
4 Goſpel; perhaps even That imperſel Happi- 
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br truly repenting 4 they Ne 1 5 | | 
and, Everlafting” _ 5 pil i <p = 
wid er 10 toneof fey 
VA W Ye cle Suchend, Ni toc 
4 Ehnde egi as This, is 4 nere 24 
Piper, to which,” God. could be moved by 
0 aher Reaſin," at leaſt apparent to Us, but 
that of hies Ou ſüßerabundant Goodneſs. an 
on towards Man; and theref mg may 
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2 dupenſe it on What Confideratist, thinks 
be gt, 10 it be fic an Ohe bs has 4 Mor ol Ten- 
le, „ And Is moſt Hkely to be a Mean of work- 
re, WM og bp bis Sinful 87 85 td a tre Penitogce 
he and Newyneſs of Lie. And as 73:5 is not an 
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Exctnption from Moral Duty, Box ppſſibly ca 

6e, —— Gop could alter the 225 1232 
.d Relations of things; which we, arc ſure be 
cum; but an Afﬀuranceof a prend and 
altogether undeſerved. Bounty, 16 8 Eternal 


Life it the Gift of Gon them Fe Chrift) be- m 
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tes Wl fiowed'on Thoſe chat Tabgur With Sincetity to | 
rd- be truly Good and Holy; nothing can d 5 
ap- more exalt A Man's Virtue, than his fore- 

ble, knowing the Great Mercy which Gop defigns 

. for him, on the Trath of his Moral Practice, 

the upon arb 4 Confiderition as this. 


Moreober, if the Soh of Gop, who is every 
where fepreſented in Sctipture as a u Divine. 
F Perſon, 
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Merits, or Sari facłlon, of out Bleſſed Saviour, 


thinking itt a rational cotffiftefrt manner; for 
wot Yo tor is wb ay; in the way of Mers rey, 


22 & that the {Git Saeri- 
ich We "x Type ot Figure of the 
Os Atonement, were My no doubt they J were) 
Satigfackory: For they were ungendiy an In- 
W ftirertiori of Merry, not of Fuffice. Had they 
been founded on Fuſtice, 9920 Sinner ought him- 
elf to have fuffer d Puniſhrdent per ee for 
che Treſpaſs (very often) whereby he had treſ- 
paſſed ; and therefore making Satisfackte jon by 
an Offering, was done by an A of Grace, and 
the accepting of a Bullbek or Ram on that AC- 
_ & mere Favor. In like manner, Gon 
ing the Death of Chrif as an Atonement 
107 & Sms of Men, was the greateſt Grace and 


Favor he ever ſliew'd'to Mankind; but as he did | 


arcepe it, ix wits to H Saris actory, and ives 

Us'a Right td apply to Hm! if il; 

wart Confidence thro His alone Merits, Not 
F 2 that 


An in weralch to 5 
Nor does this in the traft der6gate from the 
af ſome may unwarily think, for want of | 
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e 
that the Merits of Chri/t were ſo neceſſary tain 
tisty for Sin, that Gon could not t us 10 
His Mercy, like all his other Properties, bęing 
infinite, that is, without Bound or Limitation, 
might have accepted what Satisfaction he thaught, 
fit: But becauſe he would ſhew us the Greats. 


* 
- 


neſs of his Love, and his moſt earneft Defire of 
winning all thoſe to whom This Glad-Tydings 
ſhould come, to the Practice of Moral Good+, 
neſs, in diſcovering his þ:gheft Indignation and 
moſt irreconcileable H . $i ; '1t was, 
that he pitch'd upon Him for our Mediator, 
and his Death for a Propitiation. GOD jo loved 
the World, that he gave his Only-begotten Son, 
that whoſoever believeth in bim, 2 not periſh, 
but have Everlaſting Life. So that the Merits 
of His Death were not eſſentially Neceſſary in 
the Reaſon and Nature of things, but were 
only made fo by the ſole Will and Determinax 
tion of Gop; and that founded on no other 
Reaſon, than His immenſe Love and boundleſs 
Compaſſion for us. D 
Do I need to repeat it, that the Merits of 
Chriſt can be effectual for obtaining the Pars 
don and Acceptance of ſuch Men only, as ſtrive 
as much as lies in them, to renew and perfect 
their decayed Nature ? For this Eyery Man 
being obliged to by the Eternal Reaſons, of 
things, Nothing that Gop can do for Man- 
kind, not even the greateſt Favor he can ſhew 
them, no, not his Son dying for us, can any 
way excuſe us from our beſt Endeavours to 
attain, this End; becauſe, every Thing | Be 7 
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veal'd'is'but a Means to Virtue. And yet tis 
pm from the Text juſt quoted, That the beſt 
our moſt. fincere Endeavours, is ton 
and Periſhing, in compariſon. af that Euer- 


for the ſake of Foſus Chris. The Reaſon is 
no other, than what I have before intimated :' 
The Reward of an unfiniſb d Virtue can be no 
more, than an incomplete Happineſs; but the 
Recompenſe of Virtue thro Faith in Chriſt, ia 
Life, and Joy, and Happineſs for ever. 
This ſhews, that the next Excellency to its 
bringing Life and Immortality to light, is, 
that the Chriſtian Religion carries Morality to 
the higbeſt Pitch of Purity and Perfection; be- 


a Repentance every way Equal to it, which is 
a thorough Change of Mind and Diſpoſition, 
from Sin to Goodneſs, and to the conſtant Love 
of it, is rewarded by it. It came into the 
World, when Moral Philoſophy was in its 
greateſt Glory, and had greatly refined and 
eld both the Manners and Maxims of Men 
thro out the greateſt part of the known World; 


the Heathen Moralifts with the Goſpel of eius 
Cbriſt, their Defects are too palpable to admit 
their being put on a Level with it, Not that I 
would here have it thought, that Natural Re- 
ligion was by the Chriſtian render'd really more 
complete and perfect, than it ever had been; for 
as it 75 founded on the Eternal Truth of things, 
and their Natural Relations and Fitneſſes ona 


eward which Natural Religion can confer on 


laſting Life, which is beſtowed on Good Men 


cauſe nothing, but the moſt exalted Virtue, or 


t if we compare the moſt finiſh'd Pieces of 
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inne every Mau's Duty; 10 the de of his 
Kaowledge and Power, — 2 it is : 
But it was enforced: Reafons, and 
ſupported by a betier . could cim 
an the foot of mere Nature and Reaſon, All 
itsHope before was, of a profortionabl Reward! 
has promiſed and procured for us # Bly 
2 — more than # Revo 4 tie 
eGift of tous exceeding a pegs; 
What a Virtus man can from Nu. 
turat Retigion is, that Got» with be juſt to kim 
ia fate State, according to the — — 
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End, has not ever ſo much Hope! of Raid 
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— eben is by no means That ehh 
moſt Men take it to be, A Saving from the Pw» 
All their Sins, upon a g Faith 
and a deep repenting Sorrow + at the 

End an ill. ent Life; in which they habe 
given themſelves the greateſt Looſe in Luſt and 
Licentiouſneſs, and without ever ſeriuuſſy: or 
perhaps ar all, to rem theit 
| Nature, or to get the Better of their Vis 
ces; for if This were in earneſt the Caſe;4the 
Goſpel would be fo far from having a Moyul 
Jendency, as I have largely ſhewn' all Divine 
Revelation cannot - but-bave, that it would be 
a Cloak for Sin and a of Vice, in ma- 
ing Men at laſt Happy on 10 flight a Penne: 
But it is only A Saving —_ Eternal 
quences of Depravity of human Nature, 
vrhich a Man ae. r which 
ſubjects to an Eternity imperfoct 
Happingk, for coming ſhort of perfect Purity, 
even after his beſt Endeavours to come as near 
it as he can. This Bene of Endeavour to 
gain an Habit of Virtue, and a thorough Love 
of Gop and all good things, we are bound d 
by the Law. of Reaſon; and as that ſtands" gn 
hn Foundation of Eternal Truth, nothing can i 
ſhake it, nothing make the 2 Change or 
Alteration therein; but if Gop will Jaw" 5 | 
let the Means he does it by be what it will, ie 
muſt be only as we ſtrive to fulfil That Law of ; 

| Reaſon, by endeavouting to the . of our 
Power to gain ſuch a Virtuous Habit. 
For this reaſon it is, that our Lord Hhavidads 
Morality a chief part of his Goſpel, and _ 


del k to as in | the ff * adde bes 
eſe he knew, Moral Goodneſs is the Natu- 


thing can exempt him ot ſet him free; and that 
His Coming into the World, and all the 
Conſequences of it, were only deſign'd as Means 
to make us perform it better: Not to be pure 
Religion'to us, or things to be believed or ober- 
ved, in the lieu of Duty; but Helps, and Mo- 
tives, and Encouragements to its more refined 
and exalted Practice. The Moral Precepts then, 
that we find fo often and generally intermixt 
with the Doctrines of Chriſtianity, are no part 
of the Chriſtian Revelation; but were as in- 
cumbent on us before it was revealed as now, 
and would have been | equally ſo, tho it had 
never been revealed; being inſeparable from 
our Nature as Moral. Agents, and bound upon 
our Conſcience by Eternal Obligations. Which 
Reflection, 1 think, will light us into a die. 
rent, and perhaps into a clearer, Knowledge of 
he Chriſtian Sacraments, which are External 
Things, than is generally had of them. 
The Chriſtian Revelation is only thoſe Do- 
Wtrines of Faith which the Go | teaches, even 
„ Myery which bath been bid from Agel a 
m Generati 1 now 1s 27 ee 
% Saints; whith is Chriſt, the Hope 0 3. 
e, and every thing relating to him as the 
Lord of Life, of that Eternal and Immortal 
iſe, undeſerved by Us, but brought to light 
dy Him for our ſakes, is Chriſtian Truth; but 
all thoſe Precepts of Morality, the Practice of 
which the Goſpel inculcates in all Miſdom and 


G Knowleage, 
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fal Duty of a Moral Agent, from which" no- 
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e, W y we "are ed per- 
Jett in ( brif Jeſus, is Natural Truth: 22 
theſe are to be carefully diſtinguiſh d, for a 
right Underſtanding of what the Scriptures re- 
quire of us, with reſpect to Sacramental Rites, 
As the Law of Nature, that is, the 2 fs 
of Morality, is of 3 Obligation, it nei 
does nor can make any part of that Covenant, 
which .C Chriſtians are. ſuppoſed, to enter into 
with God at their Bapiiſm; becauſe; whether 
baptiz d or no, Men are equally obliged to the 
Practice of it. And it is not the moſt. ſolemn 
Vow, that can be invented and made to the 
Performance of Natural Religion, which is 
able in any ſort to add Weight to the Obligation 
of i it; but whether Men vow or no, the Law is 
in full Force, and will as much condemn a 
Man for not obeying it, tho he had never 

vow'd at all, as if he had bound his Soul in a 

thouſand Reſolutions without performing one of 
them. A man indeed will be accountable for 
a raſh Vow if he breaks it, becauſe it. was his 
own Voluntary Act, and Repentance i is the un- 
avoidable Conſequence of it; but it can in no 
wiſe add any thing to the Force of a Law, 
which. is Eternal and Unalterable. Were a 
Man to vow, he would perpetually live a good 
Moral Life, it would be the Height of Folly WM 
and Raſhneſs; becauſe, his corrupt Nature will 
always Hinder him from doing it: And were 
he to promiſe, be would do it 70 thei utmoſt. of 
his Power, tis ſaying, nothing; becauſe; his 
Moral Nature obliges * to That, whether he 
will or no, or whether he regards 1 it or no. 
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5 1. 
d "Iv Man does not bind himſelf "” 4 
Covenant by Baptiſtn to Uiſtharge imyiolably 
the Lay of Nate; 10 neither can he; that 
he Cad cles All che ER. of che riftian \ 


een ut Hat 10 201 4055 5.0 we in the 
ſame Mind, is möte than} he can either 977 
or ptotmiſe. A mati's Faith is e 
Reaſon, and tho He may now ir a'T hing, 
yet if afterwatds he mh "fee Real; oh t change 
bis Mind, he . bt A believe I: The Evi- 
dence of Truth wit 2 oe his Judg ment, 
in ſpite of him, as far as he ſees it, 8 in the 
manner that he fees it; and tis certain, Gon 
cannot tie a Man down by Covenant, to do 
akvays what is not akwgys in hit Power of doing. 
'Tis inconſiſtent with his perfect Juſtice, and and 
all-ſeeing Wiſdom. "Betides, it was the 
in the primitive times, whatever it is now, 7b 
baptize the Adult only, "and to inſtruc thetn tho. 
roughlyin the Principles 6f the Chtiſtian Religi- 
on before Baptiſm: 15 e Queſtion then is, Whe- 
her upon ſeeing | the Truth of the Chriſtian Do- 
rines, a Man is not immediately obliged to 
Pelieve them, nay, 'whethet he can avoid doing 
tz and conſequently: Whether a Neceſity does 
not lie upon him o doing it, in the Nature of 
the Thing itſelf, tho he never tds baptiz'd? 
This muſt be anſwered. affirmatively. And 
therefore, Ba 775 cannot be entring into a 
Covenant with Go to | perform Thar, which a 
Man is equally odliged i to perform without it; 
nor could our Lord ever inſtitute it for ſuch a 
burpoſe, to which it ſerves in no Senſe at all. 
G2 What 
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What then is F 5: ; 5. OR Gu it, 
PE it will appear to be Nothing more on our 
parts than a Profeſſion of Faith in the octrine 
of the Three Divine Perſons, which Doctrine 
contains all the other ſubaltern Doctrines of the 
0 or in other words, tis an Explicit Pro- 

Non of the whole Chriſtian Faith, made by 
an External Rite, to ſatisfy the Church that 
we are of the Number of thoſe that do believe. 
As Circumcifion was not an Entring into Co- 
venant with Gop, but only a Token or Sign of 
Gop's Promiſe (which He fie His Covenant) 
on the one hand, and of Abraham's bblieving it 
on the other, That in his Seed all the Nations 
of the Earth ſhould be bleſſed; ſo Baptiſm is an 
outward Sign, as of God's havin Filled This 
Promiſe in his Son Feſus, ſo of our Faith of 
Receiving Salvation thro' Him, and thro" Him 
only. God's Second Covenant with Mankind, 
That all that live righteous Lives, and ſtrive 
all they can after Moral Rectitude, ſhall be 
Eternally ſaved by Fefus Chriſt ; is not made 
in Baptiſm, but 7 made in the inning, 
even from the Foundation of the World. The 
Goſpel declares this Truth, and the Manner | 
and Method of it, and we profeſ to believe it, 


as it is declared; but a Man is not ſaved for 


believing i it, or for making 4 Profeſſion of believ- 
ing it, which ſhould be the Caſe if it was a Sti- MW 
22 and one anſwer'd the other; but 
he is ſaved thro Beih. for his Moral Goodneſs, i 
or for his having fincerely endeavour'd to obey 
the Commandments of Gop in Piety, Sobri- 
ety, Juſtice and Truth, and fuch like other 

Virtues; 
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Virtues ;. which is, in ſhort, no other than 
Natural Religion, and That Faith we profeſs in 
Baptiſtn is only 4 Means of Grace, afforded us 
by Gob as a Favor or Mercy to us, that e 
may perform it better. 
by A Chriſtian has not any Privilege of Accept- 
ance. with GO D, mote than other Men have, 
as if He was to be rather ſaved than others; 
for that is not Gop's Defign in bringing him 
into the Church: Tis faid diſtinguiſhingly, 


* 
21 
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"of WW that GOD 7s the Saviour of all Men; the 
ut) eſpecially of them that believe. He ſaves All 
> it ven, and equally accepts All men, it they be 
ons WW Morally Good, in every Nation upon Earth; 


but He is eſpecially the Saviour of the Faithful, 
as he has afforded in his own mere Good-will, 
or for ſome Reaſons in his Government of the 
World which we know nothing of, better and 
more powerful Motives to Them of working out 
their Salvation, than he has to others: But 
this is All 2 Favor to Us, which we muſt ac- 
count for if we abuſe it; but does not in the 
leaſt affect the Salvation of others, who have not 
uch Means and Motives. They have only If 
to account for, if they fail of being Good; but 

t, they have certainly ſificient Means of being 
"for do, and of being ſaved alſo, even thro' Fe/us 
WC-r:/7; or elſe, it would argue Gop of Partia- 
lity and Injuſtice. But Gop is not partial in 
this icular ; for no Man is ſaved for his 
Faith in Chriſt, but only for Bis good Works, 
his Works of Morality, tho Chrit. Tis faid 
indeed, He that believetb, and is baptized, ſhall 
be ſaved; and, be that believeth nat, Taro be 


mned ; 
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deinned: But this.is not ſpoken of all Mey in 
zegeral, but of Chriſtians, ot of ſuch Men ap 


have the tree ing" laid before them, 
only. Such Men, if They believe and are Bap. 
tized, Baptiſm is a Symbol of ina Pu- 
rity, and always implies moral Rectitude 2 
Such Men, if they are better d by their Faith, 
and it becomes a ſpecial. Means of reforming 
10 them, ſhall no doubt be rewarded with, Eterna 

. Life: And if They believe not, This whe 


ſpoken of a Rational, but a Moral Faith; not of 
the mere Aſent of the Underſtanding, to ratio- 
nal Evidence, which is neceſſary and involuntary;. 
but of a choſen voluntary Unbehef, as when a 
Man careleſſly or perverſely refuſes to attend to, 


and fo reefs, the Reaſons offer d for his Con- 
viction, -In this ſenſe, if They believe not, they 
ſhall be damned; that is, judged and condemned 
for their abHinate Behaviour, for their Diſobe- 
dience and their Immorality, for choofing to live 
againſt the Principles of Reaſon and Virtue, 
rather than be informed of their Error, that 
they might reform and amend their Lives and 
Converſations. So that at laſt, a Chriſtian | 
ſtands on the ſame foot of Divine Acceptance | 
as other Men do: He is no ry: Jer of being | 
ſaved than They, but only as he has more gray 
cious Means of working out his Salvation. He | 
is finally rewarded with Bliſs, if he lives well; | 
and conſign d to Puniſhment and Miſery, not 
for believing wrong, but for doing Evil.  - 
Nov if all men are upon the ſame bottom 
as to the Certainty of their Salvation thro 
Jeſus Chriſt, that is, Their living good and 
| VIrEUOUS 


: 53 * 
virtuous Lives, "IS to the different Means | 
and Light they they have, — baptized or nut 
baptized ( which is as ; 95 5 True, as Na- 
tural Rage is the inai 
ral Agent, and as Every Man ſhall be recom- 
penſed according in 55 Works) it muſt be con- 
cluded, that the Rite of Baptiſm. is not abſolutely 
neceſſary to the Salvation of Men, no, not of 
any one Man upon Earth, nor yet generally ſo; 
tho' it be — — ſo expreſsd ; for if this was 
True, Lord! what would become of the ge 
nerality of Mankind, who know IH: of 
the Matter? But it is only a Means, with which 
Gop has favour'd us, highly Expedient for pro- 
moting or carrying Men forward in the Paths 
of Virtue, and no doubt to a greater degree of 
Glory, in proportion. to their higher Advances 
in Moral Rectitude; as to a greater degree of 
Puniſhment, if it fails of its proper Effect. In 
this ſenſe, It is the Baptiſm of Repentance for 
the Remiſfion of Sins; as it is fitted and deſign'd 
to ſtir up in us a ſincere Deſire of growing Good, 
nd a firm Reſolution of being ſo, in order to 
obtain That Remiſſion: And in this ſenſe, None 
3 enter, that is, no Chriſtians can enter, into 
e Ki nodom of GOD, except they be born of 
| I ater — of the Spirit; or regenerated-in * 
ppirit and Diſpoſition of their Minds, by th 
otive of what they profeſs in that Elen 
Lite: That they may. thereby obtain, thro 
he meritprious Death of Chriſt, that im mortal 
fe which he has brought to Light, and which 
dy the Law of Nature we had no Right f 
laim, nor Reaſon 7o *. BM 
; T 
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long to it; and by drawing a parallel between. 


| tiſm, and to the continued Uſe of it, as if none 


ean be in the latter. When Abraham at fi 
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Tbe World, 1 25 jo been 10 7 8 
Relief chat this Sacrament is truiy and 5 


Neceſſary, ſome way or other, for gang the 
Divine Acceptance, and haye thence concluded 


for various | Benefits and Privileges” conferr'd 
thereby on the Baptized; which in no wiſe be⸗ 


This and Circumcifion,. tho abſurdly enough, 
have not in the leaſt queſtion'd the Truth of 


this imagi 22 Doctrine. Becauſe Circumci- 
ſion was adminiſtred when the Jewiſb Chil- 


dren were eight days old, tis imagined ſome 
Extraordinary Benefits were conferr'd by it, 
which made them in a peculiar manner GOD's 
people; and that without it, they had no Claim 
to His Divine Acceptance : "Tis certain the 
later Jeus themſelves thought fo, and were 
therefore very bold and poſitive in reprobating 
all Mankind beſides. This Thought, I doubt 


not, gave Riſe to the Neceſſity of Infant-Bap- 


but baptized Perſons could be really Members 
of Chriſt and Children of GOD; whenas there 
was really no Truth in the firſt Suppofition, 
as has been ſhewn before, nor conſequently 


circumciſed his Family, it was only as a Toten 
of his own Faith in the Promiſes of Gop, as 


| Gop had required it from him, not of Therrs 
who were circumciſed: It was the fame in all 


others after him; not becauſe it was or could 
be any Advantage to the Child, but to the Pa- 


rens, who profeſſing the ſame Faith in the 


ſame manner, had thereby a Rigbt to — 
the 
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tlie fame Bleſſing, A Covenant is.a volanrary.. 
Thing, made upon Judgment and Choice, 
and by the mutual Conſent of the contracts 


ing . Parties ; but a Child of eigbe Days ald, 
had no, Judgment ot Will, nor could.poſhbly 
enter into any. Covenant with Cop fer Want 
manner, Children. can enter into no Covenant 
now with Gop at their Baptiſm ; for they are 
incapable of it, and cannot be bound by what 
another. promiſes: without their Knowledge. 
If they contract any thing, tis afterwards ; 
when they come to, know. what is True, and 
conſent to believe and do it: But if they 
know it, there is no Need to cagent; for 
the Nature of the Thing obhges both to 
Faith and Practice, and they'll be account- 
able for the Neglect or Tranſgreſſion of Duty, 
on that foot 4 5 And therefore, as I ſaid 
before, Baptiſm is not Necęſſary, but Expedi- 
ent : It is Uſeful, by the Solemnity of /o 2w- 
ul a Profeſſion, to fix a Man's Thoughts 
on the Mercy and Loving-kindneſs of Gop, 
and by the daily Conſideration of it, to enliven 
and improve his Virtue. ... wn kat aA) 
In this View it has a Moral Tendency, and 
may be therefore ſuppoſed, and granted, in, 
This Senſe to come from Gop, and be enjoin'd 
us by Him as a Means of Grace. Such an 
open Profeffion of Faith, is not only a volun- 
tary. Act of the Perſon baptized, but it implies 
him to have been thoroughly inſtructed before- 
hand, as the Scriptures every Where, ſpeaking 
22 Pp - _ 


Doctrines of Chriſtianity; and ſo being a Chti- 
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of This Sacrament, rrach he ſhotild be, in the 


ſtian by Knowledge and Convittion,” tis moſt 


likely fuch a Profeſſion and Acknowledgment | 
will rationally influence tis Practice, efpetially 


by the Divine Spirit often bringing to big re. 
membrance what he has thus own'd and pro- 
feſsd; than which, nothing can be a greater 
Motive, or a ſtronger additional Obligation. 
But to ſuppoſe it 4 Covenant we make with 
Gop, To renounce A ſinful Luſts and immo- 
ral Actions, To believe A the Articles of 


Faith as they are generally explain'd, and, To 
obey All the Commandments of Gop through- 
out our whole Life, and not to expect Gop's 
Mercy in Feſus Chrift but on This Condition; 
is ſo far from having a Moral Tendency, that 
when a Man comes to ſee,” He has undertaken, 
or rather 1 ſhould fay (as the Matter is now). 
others for him, what He never did, nor ever 
can, perform; That Sin adheres to him whe- 
ther he will or no, That he cannot und ,jã i 
many Things he is required to believe, Nor 
is able to fulfil All the Commandments of 
Gop in his preſent State of ay 57 ons his 
Endeavours are dipirited, and he naturally 
defpairs of ever doing his Duty to any Accep- 
tance ; nay, he looks upon it as a plain Im- 
ſibility, which Gop never required from 
im, nor can require, and therefore grows 
thoroughly negligent and careleſs about *Relz- 
gion, as if it was all a Arber mere Prieftcraft 
and Impoſition. To ſay, He does not * 


L 59 = | 
take this ab/lately,” but conditionally, Go 
being his Helper; is. ſaying Nothing: The 
Words are /iteral and expreſs, and tis well 
known by eee that Cop ne- 
ver did belp any Ma ee Duty 
as this; and tis reaſonable to believe, he never - 
@<oill, nor ever. can. "Tis not the Duty of a 
Man, or a Chriſtian, to renounce a/l Sin or to 
promiſe to do all Good) but to be as pure as he 
can be, and as good as he can be, by his beſt 
Endeavours and the Grace of Gop:; This he 
is bound to by his Moral Nature, and Reli- 
gion only comes in by its Means and Motives, 
its Doctrines and its Sacraments, to give him 
Life and Encouragement in this; but the Per- 
fection of his Being, like the Completion of his 
Happineſs, is the ſole Work of Gon, not to 
be expected here, but to be beſtowed on him 
hereafter ; for the Merits and thro' the Media- 
tion of Cbriſt our Saviour. 

Now if the Sacrament of Baptiſm be Not 
an Entring into Covenant with God, (as we are 
W ſure it cannot be, Becauſe tho Gop himſelf 
may promiſe and covenant, in his own, Geed- 
vill, what he pleaſes, as he has Power to do 
for us graciouſly and mercifully what he plenſes, 
and has nothing which can hinder him from 
performing his Word to us, ſo that he is faith- 
Jul, and cannot deny himſelf ; yet We, poor, 
finful, | mmfirm, and inconflant Creatures, can 
promiſe or covenant Nothing in Religion with 
any Certainty, except it be, That we ſhall 
certainly break.our Promiſe, in one Point or 
other: And to promiſe or covenant, that we 
H 2 2 TO 
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W 
will de r Be, in all Moral and Chriſtian 
Duties, is (tho we ought always to beg of 
Gop, that he will by his Spirit enable us to do 
our Beſt) trifling and ridiculous; becauſe we 
are Naturally bound to db it, without any Pro- 
miſe or Engagement whatſoever, and àt our 
Eternal Peril be it, if we do got always er- 
"oufly and Ancerely reſolve to do it) now if This, 
1 I fay, be ſo; much leſs is That of the Lords 
W Supper a Renewal of this Covenant ſo much 
q contended for, which is purely imaginary, 
I without any Foundation in Reaſon or Scrip- 

0 turGGmee. eee. een 
hat it has none in Reaſon, T have (I think) 
| ſufficiently demonſtrated ; and alfo, that the 
Scripture in this Point concurs with it: And 
allowing this, the Lord's Supper 7s not, cannot 
| be, nor was intended to be, by Jeſus Chriſt, a 
"Renewal of any ſuch Covenant. But to clear 
up this Difficulty, in another View: It is cer- 
'tain, tis out of the Rule and Method of all 
Covenants upon Earth, ſo much as to talk of 


the Renewal of them, before the Pact is made, 
much more to appoint the Renewal of them, 
| before ſuch a Pact. All this is ou? of the Ordet, 
6 and againſt the Reaſon, of things: And yet 


| this is the Abſurdity, of ſuppoſing the Lord's 

| Supper to be 2 Renewal of the Baptiſmal Voyv. 
Me indeed receive the Lord's Supper after Bap: 
'tifm, but it was not / inſtituted... I do not 
|; mean, that the Lord's Supper was appointed 
| tobe received by. Chriſtians in every Age be- 
q fors Baptiſm; for the Apoſtolical Practice em 


the Contrary: But that The Supper was inftl- 
tured by our Lord, before Bojrſir was com- 
- manded by Him. And perhaps, if I ſhould 
fay, it was adminiſtred by Him to Perſons that 
never had been baptized, it would not be incon- 


ly, it was no Renewal of the Vow to Them. 
But my Argument is properly This: Our 
Lord did not fay to his Diſciples, Go, teach 
all Nations, baptizing them, till after his Re- 
ſurrection, nay, not till 7% before his Aſcen- 
fion, which was forty days after it; but he in- 
fiituted the Lord's Supper, and, as I juſt faid, 


BB” 939.40 * 


; we 


) adminiſtred it, the Night before his Paſſion: 
e And can it be thought, he appointed the Re- 
d newal of the pretended Covenant, fo long before 
of he appointed the Covenant isset? Could the 
A Son of Gop, who is Truth and Wiſdom, a& 
ty in ſo Unwiſe and Abſurd a manner? Believe 
2 it who can: But I am perſuaded our Bleſſed 
1] R$ Saviour never required Me, nor any other Chri- 


8 8. 


ſtian, to believe a Doctrine fo perfectly Uſelef, 
Jas well as Contradictory. | Ap g 1 C 

= ouppoſing Baptiſm was a Covenant: Is it not 
a handing 52 of Pardon and Peace to all 
that truly repent them of their Sins, and turn 
to Gop in Newneſs of heart? What elſe means 
the Prayer of our'Lord, which teaches every 
Man living, at leaſt in the Chriſtian Church, 
to pray daily to Gop that his Sins may be for- 
given? Has he taught us to pray in vain, and 
given us Rules without any Reaſon? No, cer- 
tainly. And therefore, were it a Covenant with 
3 Gon, 


AK. 5 


ſiſtent with Chriſtian Truth: And conſequent- : 


a Man's, hole Life, that can break it. No- 
thing but Apoſtaſy, nothi 
Denying the Falk of Chriſt, is 


Death and Reſurrection, be ſaid to renew a Co- 
venant which he had not broken? Or, to what 


from Gop, or any greater gy than he 


of Faith. It is by his Faith in Cbriſ that a 
that even the Sacraments themſelves have any 


ture: And it is y the Faith of every Perſon who 


nant of 
' Baptiſm enter into any Covenant ta believe; for 


. Light, but we are forced to n them, * 


1 62 N 
God, it is not a e Sins, nay, aotthe Sing of 


but. downright 
t. for 
this. And how then can a Perſon who comes 
to the Lord's Supper, and thereby acknow- 
ledges his Faith in Cbriſt, and his Hope in his 


Purpoſe muſt he do it? To gain an Accrprance a 


had before? That's impoſſible: e the 
Divine Acceptance does not follow External Wl 
Rites, but Inward Purity; and all the Privi- 
leges of a Chriſtian, conſider d purely as a Chri- 
ſtian, are not the Effects of Sacraments, but 


Man grows Good, and repents of his Sins in 
Hope of Pardon thro his Blood: It is by Faith 


Efficacy, or are of any Worth in Religion, 
towards clean/ing the Soul or Hing our Na- 


has had the Knowledge of Chr: vouchiafed 
unto him, that hereafter the Reward of Immor | 
tal Life ſhall crown his Obedience. 
The Lord's Supper then renews no Comma 
not even. * you p ae to call it ſo) the Cove- 
aitb. P or, Whatever Truths it has 
leasd Gop to reveal, we do in no wiſe by 


we no ſooner ſee the Truths in a convincing 


({ 63 5 k 
771 is th 5 me Wo. ME ſhould p promiſe" 
we will fudy the em, or app our 
Minds Algen to the Diſcovery # Gen 
True, as far as the Salvation of let Fo hs is con- 


he Moral: of our Nature, even previous to an 
Covenant that can be made by us. But was it 
otherwiſe, (for I'm willing to give the Obe 
or all the fair play I can) yet even This ſuppo- | 
ed Covenant, the Lord's Supper does nor renew.” 
Every worthy Communicant. brings Faith in 
brift [and to the Unworthy we allow no Bene 
7] to the Holy Table; and therefore he cant 
ene that, which he already has: He may in- 
deed enliven and ſtrengthen it; but that is a Con- 
ideration of another Nature. Tis the fare 
71th geſpect to Moral Goodneſs; A worthy 
ommunicant either brings That by Habit, or 
dy a true Repentance; and therefore cannot re- 
ew the Vow of that by the Lord's Supper, 
hich he beforehand comes reſolved to fulfil 
nd practiſe. In ſhort, this Sacrament is only 
5 leſign d as a Spur to Virtue, by bringing to our 
emembrance what Chrift has done and fuffer'd 
Wor us, and how much we owe to Him and 
0 urſelyes for the Purchaſe of ſuch a Benefit: 
o Him, who has redeem'd us by this Blood; 
ind to our Own Souls, which are the Objedts | 
of ſo great a Mercy. . 
But to make this Matter ſtill more clear and 
| intelligible, I muſt have Recourſe to the Diſtin- 
ion I have frequently made uſe of, of a 
Moral e ; for whatever wants This in 
Reveal d 
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J 1d; this we are obliged to by Reafon and 2 
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| Reveal'd Religion, is no; part of Thar Helis, 


the Practice of Vice and Immorality, and that 


Religion: I doubt it is ſeldom found ſo; but 


This cannot but enſaare his Heart, and draw 
Him on to ſinning with greater Frequency and 
 beſe Terror, than otherwiſe he would do; ſup- 


gion, nor can poſſibly come; from a grure and. 
boly 'Gov: But muſt be brought hs i by, 
the Corruptiens of Men, and with no other views. 
but to ſerve ſome vicious Eng or Purpoſe. Such. 
is the Doctrine of a Renewal of Covenant, In the. 
Lord's Supper: It tends ſo much to corrupt and 
vitiate 115 Morals of Men, and to encourage. 


in ſo plain, direct, and undeniable a manner; 
that I cannot but wonder, it has ſo generall 

paſs d without Obſervation, We are apt to | k 
on the favourable fide, and to think, that 
Renewing of Vows, or Covenants, is a Help to 


frequent Violation of them. When à Man ig 
once perſuaded, that he can renew his Cobenar 
of Mercy and Pardon with Ange God, an 
make all Matters up again thro Chrift his Sa- 
viour, wheneyer he pleaſes to ſet himſelf to the 


Examination of his Life, and to the uſual Pre- 


* 
- * 


moe for the Sacrarhent ; how ſlight muſt 
naturally think of that Yow, which he can 
renew at pleaſure? How eaſy a Being muſt he 
take Go to be, who is /o ſoon reconceled to him; Wl 
not on a conſtant Habit of Virtue, which Rea» 
ſon and the Nature of things demand of him 
to the utmoſt of his power; but on a forma 
Going round in an Endleſs Circle of Sinning 
and Vowing, again and again, to no purpoſę 


poſing 


Progreſs in Well-doi 
Be of the. Lord's Hier of 
other Advantage but as it is 4 Means $f Green 
in the ſenſe of ſtirring him * 
the moſt ſerious and awful 
the Death of —.— and af the Pr 
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uence of theſe Tuo Doctrines; and that as 
the one is a Feverrer of Vice, 1 the other is 
an Enemy to it, and a Patron of Virtue, . 
It is generally ſuppoſed that Remiſſion of Sins 
and Sanctiſying Grace are obtain d for us, and 
confer'd upon us, by Tbis Sacrament, as it is 
a Memorial propitiating Gon, chat is, a Real 
Sacrifice propitiating Go; for whatever pro- 
hitiates Gop expiates din, and nothing expiates 
Sin but Sacrifice. In Religion there is not, 
vor ever was, but One Praetiation with Gon 
cor Sin, 1 — of our Lord Je- 
an . Chriſt. | That of the Sacrament is nt 
WT founded upon any Reveal d Truth, but upon 
che fanciful of Men, that it bears 
ſome Reſemblance to the Jeuuiſb Sacrifices, 
and as. an External Rite ſuccedes in lien of 
them; which yet did not ſatisfy but in a Tem- 
poral Gente, as 2 Political Inſtimtion, fa the 
purifying of the Fleſh only, as J before proved: 
And: therefore ag — not obtain Pardon 
in 
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in a Spiritual Senſe, ſo neither does Tlüs Ba 
crament convey any Pardon af all. Werd we 
to ſuppoſe it, it would throw it under the fame 
Difficulty * as the Legal Sacriſces laboured 
with, and in the ſame manner, of having 15 
Moral Tendency, and of being conſequently an 
Encouragement to sin. IO RAS OR 
According * Notion, This Sacrament 
was not deſign 


as a Means of provoking us to 
* Virtue, but was properly inſtituted as a Means 
for quitting Scores with the Almighty from time 
to time; that, when a Man comes to die, he 
may have little or nothing to account for, but 
go into the other World with the more Au- 
rance of Hope, having ſo well ſettled the Affairs 
of that in Th/s. This at leaſt muſt be ſaid to 
be an eaſy Scheme for the Sinner: It lulls him 
| in Security with reſpe& to Sin, and makes him 

not much concern'd about the Practice of Vir- 
tue: It draws off his Thoughts from the Ab/o- 
lute Neceſſity of Good Works, and of that Con- 
tinual Proficiency which the Laws of Reaſon 
require him to make towards the Perfection of 
his Nature, and without which the Scripture it- 
{elf maintains, there is no Hope of Mercy from 
God.in Chriſt : It makes him rely on External 
Rites, more than Internal Goodneſs ; and on the 
Happy Return of Sacraments for purifying his 
Soul, more than on Acquiring a conſtant un- 
changeable Habit of Moral Virtue, which alone 
can purify it. So he does but now and then 
lool back upon an ill- ſpent Life, and ui he 
had acted otherwiſe, and in this — 
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Repentance than this is neceſſary for a Man, that 


becauſe, he does not pretend to be. habitually 


Good, but only -«ccafjonally ſo; ſanctiſed by 
and nat 


GOD in an Extraordinary. manner, anc 

by the Ordinary Courſe of his own Endeavorrs) 
he is ſure of Divine Acceptance, and of having 
his Pardon ſeald in Heaven: Which is ſuch a 
prepoſterous Doctrine, ſo oppolite to the True 
End of Religion, (which is to reform the Soul, 
and ta purge it as much as poſſible from the 
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Mood approach the Holy Table; (for no more 5 


Droſs of Natural Corruption) that it cannot but 


be Falſe, for want of a Moral Tendency. Y 

Any thing that-tends to excuſe a Man from 
a Conſtant Virtue, or in any degree to palliate 
a Life of Sin, cannot procede from the Spirit of 
that Great and Holy Being, which is infinitely 
and perfectly Moral, This is unchangeably 
True, in the Eternal Nature and Reaſon. of 
things; and to deny This Truth, is to give up 
all Religion whatſoever, and to make it no bet- 
ter than an Encouragement to Vice, and a Screen 


Wor Excuſe for Immorality. Nothing was a 
W greater Reproach to the Worſhip of Heather 
WW Gods, than that it admitted of looſe and immo- 


ral Practices: And can we allow of any Thing 
that loks like This, in the Worſhip of the 
Great Gop of Heayen, without, fixing a Re- 
proach on the Goſpel of Feſus Chriſt; which 


we believe was given us to teach us Religion, 


and the Worſhip of Cop, in the maſt, pure and 


perfect manner? Now this is the natural Con- 
| | I 2 * ſequence 
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Siquencd of, pi 1 Me and _- 
Grece,- <onvey'd peerage our Lord 
For if by that Rite we ure made Partakers of 
Jacks Grace (wha meant by hat Word; 
rhaps in this Caſe, it is not altoget 
2 a8 0 99 us, as thereby do male 

Pardon of Gop; thiencray 
—— the Reformation of 
their Lives, which they cannot on this foot 

KT PP ; and fixes them entirely on 
Preperationtorthe Sacrumeat, is an a- 
| mr Work but of a few. days), as alone 
At this rate a Man may ewoy his 
Sins, "akon be Religious; and have his Par- 
don te upon him, without any one Pyin- 
Virtue, Were a thonſand Texts of Scrip= 


ture a to ſu ſuch « Doctrine, 
. de dee wn every Man of - — 
Taſte, as mr nerd or wrong z even 
tho it (hou diftcalt, to = True 
Senſe of r 

But there is one Argument to be drawn from 


Scripture, which as it on a plain Mat- 
ter of Fact, is an undeniable Evidence, that 
no ſuch Benefits ever were convey'd, or ever 
can be, to the moſt Worthy and be red 
Perſons; and conſequently that the Word of Wl 
| Gop is in itfelf pure, and has no one Text in 
4 its own proper Meaning, that can be yuffly 
'v drawn in to countenance, on This Occaſion; 
: any thing that leads, even in the rent Tens 
J 


dency, to immoral Practice. And therefore 
when any part of Scripture is ſo interpreted as 
f N 


that It aa be True beexaſe 1 wh 
this; and, that That is efways 
True, which «bes agree with it. What I mean 
is, The Adminiſtration of ovy Lora n in 
the Holy Inſtitution. 
This was certainly, or none ever was, a 
True Sacrament, and brought along wich it a 
theſe Advantages and Benefits which do truly 
and — to it: And 2 | 
Perſons 


than —＋ 
oo Time 
at were 1— 
Benefits of CH Death? The P 
Sins, and the 850 Grace of Gos 
rit, and an i Selters of Eternal Lite? 
What | Were — convey d before Chr had 
purchaſed them? Before he fr d and made 
atigfaction for the Sins of Men? Is it poſſible ? 
Or, can any Man chat thinks, believe ſo great 
1Abferdity? When they are always tepteſent- 
ed as the Merits of his Puſſon, or what he ob- 
tun'd for us by the Shedding vf bis Blood, But 
—— — this Con- 
be made to his Diſciples, pro- 
Lovical of bs Death: Would not this have va- 
catcd the Cu, the Defege, — 


to 
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BN 
his Suffering? Certainly, / Pardon of Sins and 
Eternal Life could have been cer upon us 
by any other inferior Means, Cbriſ would not 
have ſuffer d; nor need to have done it, when he 
had ence confer'd them, and appointed @ Means 
for doing it alſo. But what need we reaſon ſo 
cloſely upon this Head? The Fat is ſufficiently 
convincing, and proves the contrary, They 
„ (the Diſciples) were ſo far from being worry 
of Forgiveneſs, that at that very time they 
could not conceal their Sins from him. They 
ambitiouſly ſtrove one among another, who 
ſhould be Greateſt, and He ſeverely reprimand: 
ed them for ſo great a Folly, Nay, and they 
were ſo far from having received the ſanctiſying 
Grace of Gop, that He then foretold them, 
that very Nigbt they would alliof them act in 
a very ſhamefully Sinful manner. One would 
berray him, another deny his Maſter, and the 
reſt all 2 and for/ake the beſt of Friends in 
the worſt Diſtreſs. © r c 
Here then is an Inſtance of a real Sacrament, 
of the Firſt that ever was in the Chriſtian Wl 
Church, and conſequently the Pattern of all 
the reſt, in which the Benefits of Chriff's 
Death were certainly not convey'd; and thefe- 
fore it muſt be concluded; They never have 
been in any other. The Apoſtles themſelves 
had no Authority to add to the Words of Chrift, 
nor to enlarge the Senſe of them; tho' they 
had to inculcate the ſame Truths, in ſuch a 
manner as might e edify, They always 
preach d the Truth as it is in Jeſus; 3 
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Nen a pilry of the Lads appr, 
That what he receiv'd of Him concernin 
That he alſo deliver d. He did not receive: Ke. 
him, that 1 Benefits of hisDeath were convey'd 


therein ; for tis plainly proveable, They were 


not: And therefore it is to be maintain'd, That 
he never did, and (as he had the Spirit of 
ruth) never could, teach, that they were {6 con- 
veyed. Whoever think and argue otherwiſe, 
W (let them produce what Texts of ay pture they 
pleaſe, — interpret them as they plea = 
3m led into-an Error for the ake of 
"belts; and have got ſome Notions of F 5 
hich have really no Foundation. 
We Cbriſtians are the 1/rael of Gop, his 
lect and peculiar People, now, as the Jeus 
eere before; not by any Partial Love he has 
Wor us, as if he would beſtow Eternal Life on 
Us and not on Others, or could make Salva- 
ion more eafily attainable by any ſpecial Vir- 
ee or Efficacy in External Rites, than it natu- 
| ally is by fulfilling with all Diligence the 
n aw of Internal Righteouſneſs : For our Moral 
bligations are Eternal and Unalterable, in 
he very Nature and Conſtitution of Things; 3 
ind therefore Gop himſelf can no more give 
s any ſuch a Privilege, than he can extinguiſh 
he Light of his Own Wiſdom, or tranſgreſs the 
Rules of his Own Fuſtice. But he has choſen us 
but, of his mere Good-will, from the reſt of the 
orld, to beſtow ſome External Favors upon 
s, which he might equally have beſtowed on 
thers as well as Us, that are not Neceſſary to 
Certain 
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beats or Men Huf dead by g's 
as the contrary Opinion is. 
Cloud of Witneſſes agoinft 


L Age: But I think I have „ 
| 2 


 vacing us to an higher Degree of 
the beit Uſe of them, or if not, they. will er. 


poſe us to a ſeverer Puniſhment : Which if duly 


conſi der d, leaves us upon an Equality in Go 


Arorptance with cvery other Man upon Earth; 
N tn our Works, under 


———— — Good- 
will and Compaſſion to all Mankind in all the 
Nations upon Earth, thro bis Sen Yu Chrifh, 


| por 
and of the Nature and Method of Redemption 


by Him; which Knowledge is exceedingly well 


wiſe in all probability ever attain to, The Say 
craments are Outward Means: ſubordinate to 
This; gracia/ly 


btted to ſpur us on to Moral Practice, and to 
greater Perfection in it, than we thould other- if 


appointed by our Ble ſſad 


Serious as Acts of Faith, te put us frequently f 
in mind of what He has done for us, and df 


r 
& for Ourſelves, | 
F have not faid this, to 0 myſell, 
by an Oppoſition to the Opinions of any 
Learned Writers upon the ſame Subject, but 


for the fake of Truth, or of that which appean i 


2 to Me; and, that Frue Religion may not 


proper Influence on the 
rofs an Error 
know I have 


me, and many great 
Authorities from the Apoſtolic, down to the 


nor its 


al 2 FF) „„ 8 —_ a 4 ka. - 
a * _ y w Li * . l \ * | i” 
v.74 L K 2 j 1 4 „ 2 # % b pr Ea 2 * v 9 8 - F 7 * „ * f 

FE 7 * a 4 0 ©, - * by * 

* mme rn * vo "vl 
* * 4 ha 4 1 % . * J = a ' * * — *. % 4 - * 1, * 
YA ; | * k , * 8 4s p f* 
5 »\ N v +7 - 5 ' Af — p 

23 4 = J 6. "a % Y "TY : 5 0 5 : 
, 2 * ** 2 " 7 _ , 
A A” 
« P T I * N - 1 ö * 
a "= G 0 0 w "4 
* 
P * * 1 a7 . : '» Oy . 85 
"* A x = \ q " 4 4 : * 
* * * . d | . 5 * — 
W Þ ” —_— = : - d 
- Fg 
- 


Ade mee Ancient; -rhuch Greater, and more "1 
Tnfallibh than They all; which is The Werde 
of God written in the Hearts of Men, and in 

the Lines of Holy Scripture. And T hade. been 
pleas d to find, in This my little Dz/qusfition, | 
That there is n part of Reveal'd Religion that 
contradicts the Moral Dictates of Nature; 
but is graciouſly deſigned: by the Good and 
Great Gop to be a Means and an Help to us — 
to perform our Duties better, and not to ex- 
cuſe us in any Senſe from thoſe Obligations 
which are inter woven in our Make, and are of 
themſelves as Fixt and Immutable as He that 
laid them on us. F 5 
Without this, without the Practice of pure 
Marality, J am fatisfied from the whole Goſ- 
pel Doctrine, that the Blood of Cbriſt itſelf 
cannot ſave us from Bternal Puniſhment; and 
tis therefore in vain to depend on External 
Rites and Sacraments for This, which are en- 
tirely fruitleſs and without virtue, any farther 
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elf than they are powerful Excitements to us, for 25 
07 working out our Salvation thro” the Bleſſed Je- | 
but /s, by a conſtant Endeavour of being truly 

as Good. Tis certainly the greateſt and moſt 

not dangerous Fallacy that a Man can put on his 

the WY Conſcience, to perſuade himſelf, there is any 

r Means of being faved without Good Works; and 

rea therefore I have endeavour'd to open the Eyes 

ret of the blind, and to ſhew them their Miſtake : 

the WY Which I take to be a Work of Charity, and 

at leaſt an Attempt in no wife diſcommendable. 

fide 


K Whether 
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e Whether J have done Rigle to 4 
9 ment, J cannot ſay. I have —— 
on ts upon it: But if they are — 
i clear, or not full, enough; that is my Inſit⸗ 
4. . not my Fault. n My Way, and the 
N 2% ap I allowed Wyse I have ſearched after 
7 ruth, and ſtudied Perſpicuity : Ae 1 AIR 
reached my Deſign,” and gan Gard, I 
ſhall greatly rejoice; if not, I ſhall been 
ſorry: Not for having attempted it, ae 
i A fail'd in ſo good a Purpoſe. mer 
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© BOOKS prived ft J. Noon, 6] 


1HE plain Accoune "of the Nature and End gf th b. ; 
crament of the Lord's Supper, vindicated from tbhe © 
. tions and of Ricks 8 


arren, B. D. and particularly from his abuſive Charge of 
ocinianiſm ; in e e eee 8 
hat Book, and alſo on his Appendix. _ 
IT, Bibliotheca Technologica : or, a Philological Library of 9 
iterary Arts and Sciences; vi. 1. Weolegy, or the Firſt Prin- | f 
ples of Natural Religion. 2. £Ebics, at Morality, the Do- e 
ine of Moral Virtues. 3; Chriftianity, or the Subſtance of | 
Chriſtian Religion, 4. eg or the Religion and State 0 
the Fews.. 5 2 or the Life,” Religion, _- * 
olit/ of Mahomet. 6. Gentili/m, or the Deities and | Religion. - =" 
the Heathen. 7. Mythology, or an rem. of Fabulous 
liſtories. | 8. Grammar Languag ly of _ 2 
u Ton 9. Rhetoric and . or the Art of 1 
[ Logic, or the Art of R Per. 


Aion. 11, . wy or the Science kin V 
lered. 12. Poetry, or the Art of ons 
+ Criticiſm, or Art of judging well 1 Men and Things. 
. Geography, or a Deſcription of the World. 15. Chrow- | 
ry, or the Doctrine of Time. 16. Hifory, with the oof Ne e 
Nations and Kingdoms. 17. Phyfeology, or Science of Na- 025 
al Philoſophy. -;18. Botany, or the Doctrine of Plants and bk} 
egetables. 19, Anatomy, or a Deſcription of the Parts of an 
man Body. 20: Pharmacy, or the Art of makin Medi. 
es: 21. Medicine, or the Theory of Phyſic and Diſeaſes. 
. Polity and Occonomics, or the Doctrine of Society and Go- | 
ment. 2 3. Juriſprudence, or the Know of Law or 
ight. 24. Heraldry, or Art of Blazoning Armour. 
. Miſcellanies, An Account of the nn -þ 
ences. a pa; P 
III. The Philoſophical Grammar of Experimental 2 Nam 1+ $1.3 
uloſophy, in the familiar Way dee adapt "\ 7-2 
apacities of Youth, and illuſtrated ariety uf Co 'A {54 - 
ates, Maps, Sec. Price Price 5 8. X \ * \ 
IV. The young Student's Memorial-Book, 3 2 
the n Fan, for Illuſtration, above 120  , 7 © 
ts. Price 38. 
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; "contain ing the Doctrine, App licarion 1405 
£ Waden of Arithmetick, "Mathematicks, fe,” 7 * 
VI. Ide young n s Compleat Guide, pe 


bf Vol, 
ho porn egy en ak woe 5 11 


VII. 8 hraſe and Notes on the Epiſtles, of 

ths Colöſians, Philippians, and Hebrew: After 
3 Locle. To which are annex'd, ſeveral critical 5 

an particular Texts of Scripture. By the late Reverend 

s Pierce of Exon. The Second Eüition. Pries 1 61 
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the Manner of Dr. Clark#etr the four 8.” 1 fory 
Families. Price 3 8. ö d. . Wein 
_ A Paraphraſe-and Notes on the Rivelinion of St. 7 q 
ge. Hiftorical Obſervations, and a Preface giying an AW 
— "the: Deſign and Uſe 1 with a Scheme 5 nd? 
Onder of the Prophecies." By. Mojes Lownian. Price q s. 4 
X., A Paraphraſe with Nates on the Revelation df 1 1 
in the Manner of Dr. Clarke; with a Preface con ncerning 
Veel, and Intelligibleneſs of this BOOK: By . 4 
2 Pyle, M. A. Prebendary of the Cathedral Church of 55 1 q 
= Lathe ans 
. Te Laws and Liberties of the Goſpd!: or, The Datz 
and Privileges common to all Chriſtians, explained and recol > 
mended, in ſeveral Practical Diſcourſes. Deſigned to promo 
* Chriſtian Truth and _ Peace and Unity. By Gil 
Michell, MW. A. Rector of Bredfall near De+by, . | 
XII. Anatomy epitomiz' d and illuſtrated: Containiſig, '1 
0 and plain» Deſeription of all the Parts of whe! une 
Body; 2 with their various Uſes in the Animaf E Dee 
nomy. 2. A large and choice: Collection of Sculptures, ex 
biting a juſt Idea of the Figure, Size, Sitüstion, Conn © 
and - [Uſes of the ſeveral Parts of the Body, in feventeen F Fol 
Copper-Plates. By M. N. J. A. 32.00 . 6 
MIII. Human Ofteogeny explain'd, in. two Leftures ad] 
the Anatomical Theatre of the Surgeons of London. In v 
not: only. che Beginning and gradual Inereake of the Bens 
Human Feetus's — but alſo the Nature of Offiſ; 
tion is conſider d.; rel Notion, that all Bones 
formed from C monſtrated to be a Miſtake * . 
Robert N M., D. Fellow of the Royal College ok 4 
cians, and of the oye Society, and Reader of 4 natomy! 77 
* WER ; 2% 3 


